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"THE NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL has been 
signed by the president. 








ee 


THE ARMY BILL is now before a second com- 
mittee of conference. 





THE BILL making appropiations for fortifications 
is now before the house. 


THE TWO TREATIES, negotiated between G. 
Britain and the United States by Lord Asusurton 
and Mr. Wesster, were submitted to the senate for 
ratification on Thursday the lith instant, between 
one and two o’clock. The senate immediately went 
into secret session. 


THE TARIFF or REVENUE BILL, in prepar- 
ing of which so large a portion of the present session 
of congress has been devoted by the house of repre- 
sentatives, finally passed the senate on Friday last, ex- 
actly in the form in which it was sent to them by the 
house. On Saturday, the 6th inst. it received the sig- 
natures of the presiding officers, and was placed in 
the hands of the president. On Tuesday, the 9th the 
president returned it to the house of representatives, 
with a message assigning his reasons for refusing 
his signature, which will be found in this number. 
His reasons were entered at large upon the journal 
of the house, and on Wednesday, on motion of J. Q. 
Apams, the veto message was referred to a select 
committee of thirteen, to consider and report thereon. 
The committee consists of John Quincy Adams, of 
Massachusetts, chairman, Jere. Morrow, of Ohio, 
Francis Granger, of New York, Truman Smith, of 
Connecticut, John M. Botts, of Virginia, James A. 
Pearce, of Maryland, Kenneth Rayner, of North Ca- 
rolina, J. Cooper, of Pennsylvania, Thomas Jefferson 


a , Campbell, of Tennessee, Thomas W. Gilmer, of Vir- 


ginia, Wm. W. Irwin, of Pennsylvania, James J. 


Roosevelt, of New York, C. J. Ingersoll, of Pennsyl- 
Vania. 


_ THE U. S. SENATE. The terms of the follow- 
ing senators will expire after the 4th of March next: 
_ Van Buren. W higs. 
Williams, of Maine, —_ Crafts, of Vermont, 
Wilcox, of N. Hamp. Kerr, of Marylaud, 
Smith, of Connecticut, Graham, of N.C. 
Wright, of New York, Preston, of S. Carolina, 
Buchanan, of Penn. Conrad, of Louisiana, 
ee of Georgia, Crittenden, of Kentucky, 
ANBOYs of Alabama, Smith, of Indiana, 
len, of Ohio, 


Young, of Illinois, 
etn, of Missouri. 
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Attorney. John M. Lea, attorney for said district, 
in the place of Return J. Meigs, resigned. 

Collector of the customs. Giles R. Hallam, at Sto- 
nington, Connecticut. 

Land officers—Receivers. Thomas McKnight, Du- 


buque, Iowa, re-appointed. 
J. W. Mitchell, Fayette, Missouri, vice Uriel Se- 
bree, whose commission has expired. 
THE NAVY. 
CAPTURES DURING THE WAR oF 1812. During 


the debate in the house of representatives on the 
navy bill on the 22d ult. the HonorasLe Tuomas 
Butter Kina, of Georgia, made a speech in opposi- 
tion to the reduction of the navy, and before taking 
his seat read the following list of British ships of 
war and British merchant ships captured by the! 
Americans in the short war of June, 1812, to the bat- | 
tle of New Orleans, January 8, 1815: 


English ships. Captured by the following 


American ships. 
Guerriere frigate 49 


Constitution frigate 
Macedonian do 49 United States do 


Guns. 





Java 49 Constitution do 

A new frigate 40 Destroyed at York (Can.) 
Frolic sloop 22 Wasp sloop 

Alert 26 Essex, of 32 guns 

Boxer sloop 18 Enterprise sloop 

Peacock do 20 Hornet do 

Epervier do 20 Peacock do 

Reindeer do 20 $$ Wasp do 

Avon do 19 Wasp do 

Hermes 28 Dest’d by fort at Mobile. 
Cyane 34 , Constitution frigate (both 
Levant 21 taken at once) 
Penguin sloop 20 Hornet © 

Dominica 16 Decatur privateer 
Highflyer 4 President frigate 

Laura 12 Diligent privateer 

St. Lawrence 15 Chasseur do. 

Picton 10 Constitution frigate 
Balahaou 8 Perry privateer 
Townshend 9 Tom do 

Emu 10 Holker do 

Landrail 4 Syren do 

Morgiana 18 Saratoga do 

Lapwing 10 Fox do 

ae oo" a Taken by Com. McDo- 
Chub 1] nough on Lake Cham- 
Finch a 

Detroit 4 

Queen Charlotte 17 

Lats Provost 2 Taken by Com. Perry on 
manter oe Lake Erie 

Little Belt 3 , 
Chippewa 1 

Caledonia 6 

Duke of Gloucester 14 } 

Melville 14 Takea by Com. Chauncey 
Julia 3 on Lake Ontario. 
Growler 8 

Nancy 3 Taken on Lake Huron. 


The following are British packets generally of about 
ten guns each. 





a= British ships. Taken by 
Prince Adolphus Goy. McKean privateer 
Princess Amelia Rossie do 
Express Anaconda do 
Mary Ann Gov. Tompkins do 
Ann 
Mibihedtes Yorktown do 
Little Catharine Herald do 
Princess Elizabeth Harpy do 
Another do America do 
Lady Mary Pelham Kemp do 
Windsor Castle Roger do 
Swallow President frigate 
Duke of Montrose Ditto 
Nocton Essex frigate 
In all 56 vessels—865 guns. 
Merchant ships, viz: 354 ships 

S10 bres | mounting 00 

135 sloops _ 

750 var. classes 

—— recaptured 
2369 2369 
2425 vessels 8866 gs. 


Besides the above destruction of British property 
by the Americans, there were lost by wreck or 
otherwise, on the coast of the United States during 
the said war, the following British ships of war: 





mr 1 Guns. Ships. Guns. 
Leopard, 50 Herald, 18 
Woolwich, 44 Daring, 16 
Southampton, 44 Magnet, 16 
Barbadoes, 38 Bold, 16 
Lauristinus, 24 Rhodian, 12 
Atalanta, 20 Alpheus, ™ 3 
Moselle, 20 Racer, 10 
Persian, 20 Holly, 10 
Sylph, 20 Algerine, 10 
Caliber, 20 Rover, 10 
Halcyon, 20 Subtle, 10 
Fantome, 20 —674 
Goshawk, 20 


Tweed, 20 Add 20 per cent. 


Emulous, 18 for carrying over 

Avenger, 18 their rate 125 
Plumper, 18 setae 
Falcon, 18 809 


RELATIONS WITH MOROCCO. We find in 
the Philadelphia Pennsylvanian the following article 
in relation to the difficulties between our consul at 
Morocco and the emperor of that kingdom: 


It is generally known to the public that the friend- 
ly relations heretofore apparently existing between 
this country and the government of Morocco, have 
recently been interrupted. Various statements rela- 
tive to the matter have recently been given in the 
newspapers, which however were more or less im- 
perfect. As the matter is of interest in a national 
point of view, involving as it does the question of the 
rights and privileges of our representatives abroad, 
and as a necessity may arise from it, of teaching 
Muley Abdelrahman that our consuls are not to be 
insulted with impunity, we subjoin in the absence of 
official information, a statement of the main features 
of the case which may be relied upon as correct. 


Sometime in the month of March, the announce- 
ment of Mr. Carr’s removal from the office of consul 
general of the United States for Morocco, was re- 
ceived at Tangier, very much to the regret of the 
consular corps, and of all others with whom Mr. Carr 
had. during his four years in office, sustained either 
business or social relations. We can speak from ex- 
perience upon this point, having had occasion during 
a delightful visit of several weeks at Tangier, to wit- 
ness the efficiency with which the affairs of the U. 
States consulate were conducted and the respect and 
influence which it enjoyed. 


Our government. authorised Mr. Carr, either to re« 
main until his successor arrived, or to leave immedi- 
ately. He chose the latter, and preparations were 
made for his embarkation. The emperor was a 
prised of his intention, and a most flattering rep y 
was returned, expressing the emperor’s regret at los- 
ing a man who had conducted affairs with so much 
dignity and consideration for their mutual rights, 
But it is altogether impossible for the Moorish go- 
vernment to let slip any opportunity of insulting a 
Christian nation, when it thinks it can do so with im. 
punity. In fact it requires the constant and some- 
times the united efforts of the consuls to resist the jn. 
fringements of their rights and privileges which are 
almost daily attempted. Any imposition, however 
trivial, if patiently borne, is sure to be followed ph 
another and a greater. If resisted, the imperial] go- 
vernment will lie itself out of the scrape in the most 
gracefully diplomatic style, perhaps making the ful}. 
est concessions and waiting until the next opportuni- 
ty to offer additional affronts. 

Mr. Carr’s baggage and furniture had been sent 
off, and he was upon the beach, ready to embark, ac- 
companied by all the members of the consular corps. 
His intention had been well known for several days 
but not the slightest intimation was made by any of 
the authorities, with whom he was in constant inter- 
course, that any obstacle would be offered to his de- 
parture. Adieus with his numerous friends and co]- 
leagues had been interchanged, and he was about to 
step into the boat, when he was stopped by the ca 
tain of the port, who but two minutes before held 
out his hand for thejusual parting. fee, or rather pree 
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cent, and had wished him a-pleasant voyage. The 
sonsul insisted upon going, he was told that the ba- 
shaw had not given any orders for his departure. 
Mr. Carr had referred to the letter of the emperor, | 
which all the authorities had seen, and denied the | 
right of the emperor, much less that of a bashaw, to | 
interfere with his motions. An altercation ensued, | 
a soldier of the guard rushed forward and seized him; 

the consul shook the soldier off and drew a sword 

cane to defend himself, when the other consuls inter- 

fered and advised him to resist no further as the out- 

rage was sufficiently gross to demand the interference 

of his government in the affair. Rejecting the advice 

to put himself under the protection of the British 

flag, which would have given that consulate the credit 

with the Moor of settling the difficulty, Mr. Carr pro- | 
ceeded to his own housé, and immediately despatched 

a message to the emperor residing at Mequinas, de- 

manding satisfaction. The consulate corps too, just- 

ly indignant at so gross and evidently premeditated 

an insult, forwarded a remonstrance against such an 

infringement of their rights as was contemplated by 

the pretensions of his inferior officers to interfere 

with their motions. 

In the meantime a despatch was received from the | 
American vice consul at Mazagan, complaining of 
numerous insults offered him in his official capacity, 
and also of repeated personal outrages. He had been 
shot at several times, and as he could obtain neither 

rotection nor redress, he had resolved to give up a 

ucrative business and leave for Gibraltar by the first 
opportunity. This, of course, furnished another 
ge for complaint. Mr. Carr formally struck his, 

ag, and announced to the emperor as a condition of 
its being again raised, the necessity of satisfaction 
for past outrages and protection against them for the 
future. 

The emperor returned a shuffling and evasive re- 
ply, giving the consul leave to depart, but refusing 
any satisfaction, and betraying on a comparison of 











certain passages and dates with those of a letter from | | 


the bashaw, a collision between him and his officials. 
His answer to the corps was not more satisfactory, 
and an earnest desire was therefore expressed that 
energetic action should be had by the Americans in 
the case. A mere demonstration was known to be 
all that was necessary, as the government of Moroc- | 
co is as timid in face of any real difficulty, as it is| 
treacherous. 

Mr. Carr, having sent despatches to Commodore 
Morgan, commanding our squadron in the Mediter- 
ranean, left Tangier, and awaited the commodore’s 
arrival at Gibraltar. The Brandywine and Preble 
were in that port. The officers were anxious to run 
across to Tangier, and settle the affair at once, but in 
the absence of the commodore, they had no orders 
and could only await his coming. After a delay of 
two months, having had several pressing intimations 
of the necessity of his presence, the commodore came 
to Gibraltar, and immediately announced his deter- 
mination to send an embassy up to the court of the em- 

eror. It was at once represented to him by Mr. 
Sie, in which he was seconded by our able consul 
at Gibraltar, Mr. Sprague, that this mode of pro- 
ceeding was out of the question. The custom of the 
court and country made an embassy an exceedingly 
costly affair. Promptness was essential; much time 
had been already lost, and much more would be re- 
quired to obtain permission for the embassy to come 
up, and there was every likelihood that such permis- 
sion would be refused; the bare proposition too would 
be construed into an evidence of weakness and be 
much worse than to do nothing at all. It was urged 
upon the commodore that if he would siraply anchor 
his ships in the bay of Tangier, and demand from the 
emperor immediate satisfaction, every required con- 
cession could be obtained, together with some desira- 
ble alterations in our impertect treaty, in addition to 
ample guarantees for the future safety of our now 
precarious commerce with the empire. The com- 
modvre persisted in his resolution, and, taking his 
ship across to Tangier, sent his officers that evening 
on shore to a ball! Mr. Carr having made a formal! 
protest against the proposed plan of operations, sail- 
ed from Gibraltar, and has arrived in the United 
States. 

By the recent arrival of the Great Western, we 
perceive that an answer has been returned by the 
emperor to Commodore Morgan’s request, relative to 
sending up an officer to the court. As was predicted 
by Mr. Sprague and Mr. Carr, the emperor with the 
usual profusion of wordy compliments, declined the 
honor intended, alleging that it was too hot for per- 
sons to travel, for whom he had so much respect. 
On the same day, however, that this refusal was 
given, the British eonsul general had an audience 
with his majesty. The Moors will have good reason 
hereafter to believe that we can stand some things 
which the English will not, even if we cannot so well 
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stand the heat. 


COMPARATIVE POPULATION—SLAVERY. 
The Cincinnati Chronicle has the following interest- 


ing exhibit of the population of the states, and the | 


proportion to their respective territory. The ap- 
pended remarks are also worthy of note: 


States. Sq. miles. Pop. Density. 
Massachusetts, 7,800 737,699 943 
Rhode Island, 1,360 108,820 80 
Connecticut, 4,674 309,978 66 
New York, 46,000 2,428,921 54 
New Jersey, 6,900 373,306 54 
Maryland, 10,800 439,232 43: 
Delaware, 2,068 78,085 37; 
Pennsylvania, 43,950 1,724,033 39 
Ohio, ; 39,000 1,519,467 38: 
New Hampshire, 9,280 284,574 30: 
Vermont, 10,212 291,943 28! 
Tennessee, 41,300 829,210 20 
Kentucky, 39,000 779,828 20 
Virginia, ' 64,000 1,239,798 193 
South Carolina, 30,080 594,398 193 
Indiana, 36,250 685,866 183 
North Carolina, 43,800 753,419 173 
Maine, 32,000 501,793 15} 
Alabama, 90,800 590,756 113 
Georgia, — 58,200 691,392 10! 
Mississippi, 45,350 375,651 83 
Illinois, 59,000 486,183 8 
Louisiana, 48,220 352,411 7 
M issouri, 60,300 383,702 63 
Michigan, 94,000 212,276 1 
Arkansas, 60,000 97,574 2 


If the aggregate of square miles, and population be 
taken in the above table, it will be found that the 
density of habitation, or, in other words, the number of 
persons toa square mile, in the 26 states, is 263.— 
These inferences may be drawn from the above table: 
Ist. ‘The densest population in the United States, 
is in Massachusetts, viz: 945. In England it is 260. 
If Massachusetts were as densely populated as Eng- 
land, it would contain more than two millions of in- 
habitants. If also the United States were as popu- 
lous as Massachusetts, they would contain 95 mil- 


=| abortive, and alien states. 





lions of people. If the United States were as popu- 
lous as England, they would contain 270 millions of 
persons. According to the existing ratio of increase, 
this result will be brought about in one hundred 
years. 

2d. The conclusion from the above table, in respect 
to slave institutions, is inevitable that they are very 
unfavorable to the increase of population. Of the 
first six states in the order of density, but one is 


| strictly a slave state—Maryland, Virginia, North Ca- 


rolina, South Carolina and Georgia, are four of the 
oldest states in the union, and yet they stand far 
down in the list, and are all overtopped by Ohio—a 
young state. This fact becomes more evident b 
comparing the density of Virginia with that of Mas- 
sachusetts, or North Carolina with New York, or 
Georgia with New Jersey. It is plain, from these 
figues, that slavery is weakening to a state. 





BRITISH EMIGRATION TO CANADA, &c. 
An association has been formed in England called the 
‘British American Association for Emigration and 
Colonization,” with a capital of one million of pounds 
sterling; the object of which is to promote the coloni- 
zation of the British North American possessions by 
a transfer of the surplus population of the United 
Kingdom on a national scaie. 

The duke of Argyle is president of the association 
with a council of upwards of fifty peers, baronets, 
and others. The undertaking, it is said, combines 
the elements of wealth, land, population and indus- 
try, sustained by capital, securing an ample pecunia- 
ry return as an investment. 

Sir Allen Macnab, of Canada, well known as an 
active ollicer during the late troubles on the frontier 
has lately visited Great Britain, and been appointed 
commissioner of the above association in Canada. A 
farewell dinner was given him in London on the 15th 
July by the association, at which the duke of Rich- 
mond presided, and numerous noblemen and gentle- 
men oi disiinction were present. 

ae the speeches made was one by Sir Richard 
Brown, from which we make the following extract: 

“Tt was calculated that there were in the United 
Kingdom at least four million able-bodied persons 
willing to work, but without employment. There 
were millions of capital seeking an honest, just, and 
safe investment, and there were millions of acres of 
land in British America, rich in the various necessa- 
ries of life requiring cultivation. Here, then, were 
all the essentials for at once forming a great, a weal- 
thy and a prosperous community. Canning, from his 
place in parliament, had boasted that he looked to 
the west, and called into existence a few distant, 





—————— —— 
But he [Sir R. B.) h 
that the time had arrived when the wise deg ag 


good of the United Kingdom, whether in parliament 


or out of parliament, would concentrate their atten. 
tion upon British North America, and make her in- 
strumental to ends which concerned the welfare of 
the state, the safety of the crown, and the ascenda 
cy of the monarchy.” 


GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY’S MEDAL. We 
published an account some weeks ago of the cere. 
mony of the presentation of a gold medal, by the 
Royal Geographical society of London through the 
hands of the American minister, to professor Robin. 
son, in compliment to his work which is the fruit of 
his researches in the Holy Land. The medal has 
been since received by professor Robinson, and the 
New York Evening Post describes it: 

It is of beautiful execution. On one side is a fe. 
male allegorical figure, representing geography, wit) 
a globe, and other instruments, and around it is the 
legend, ad terras reclusas, signifying the success of the 
person to whom it is awarded, in adding to our 
knowledge of countries little known. On the other 
side isa head of queen Victoria. The figures are 
protected by slightly curved glasses, like watch crys. 
tals, imbedded in the broad rim of the medal. 


CHASM IN THE PRAIRIES. The last num. 
ber of Kendall’s interesting sketches of incidents 
connected with his Santa Fe Expedition is as fo). 
lows: 

The morning of the 3d September broke bright 
and cloudless, the sun rising froin out the prairie in 
all his majesty. Singular as it may appear nearly 
every shower we had came in the night fron the time 
we left Austin until we reached the Mexican setil-. 
ments. Again we spent a couple of hours drying our 
blankets, then saddled up and pursued our journey, 
and still in a northwest direction. ; 

We had searecly gone six miles before we sudden. 
ly came upon an immense rent or chasm in the earth), 
far exceeding in depth the one we had so much dif. 
ficulty in crossing the day before. Noone wasaware 
of its existence until we were immediately upon its 
brink, when a spectacle, exceeding in grandeur any 
thing we had previously witnessed, came suddenly in 
view. Nota tree or bush, no outline whatever mark- 
ed its position or course, and we were all lost in 
amazement and wonder as one by one we left the 
double-file ranks and rode up to the verge of the 
yawning abyss. 

In depth it could not have been less than eight hun- 
dred or a thousand feet, froin three to five hundred 
yards in width, and at the point were we first struck 
it the sides were nearly perpendicular. <A sickly 
sensation of dizziness was felt by all as we looked 
down, as it were, into the very depths of the earth. 
Below an occasional spot of green relieved the eye, 
and a smali stream of water, now rising to the view 
then sinking beneath some huge rock, was bubbling 
and foaming along. Immense walls, columns in 
some places that appeared to be arches were seen 
standinz, worn by the water undoubtedly,anc so per- 
feet in form that we could with difficulty be brought 
to believe that the hand of man was not upon ther. 
The rains of centuries, failing upon an iunmeuse prei- 
rie, had here found a reservoir, and their workings 
upon the different veins of earth and stone had form- 
ed these strange and fanciful shapes. 

Before reaching the chasim we had crossed numer- 
ous large trails leading a little more to the west that 
we were travelling, and we were at once convinced 
that they all centered at a common crossing close by. 
In this conjecture we were not disappointed, fora 
trot of half an hour brought us intoa large road, the 
thoroughfare along which millions of Indians, buifalo, 
and mustangs had travelled for years. Perilous 43 
the descent looked we well knew there was no other 
near. 
steadier and older horses were next driven over ile 
sides, while the more skittish and untractable brougtt 
up the rear, Once in the narrow path which led 
circuitously down the deep descent there was no turn- 
ing back, and our maddened animals finally reached 


n- 





the buttom in safety. Several large stones were [7% 


loosened from their fastenings by our men during the 
fright{ul descent. They would leap, dash and thunder 
down the precipitous sides and strike against tbe 
bottom far below us with a terrific crash. 

We found a ruuning stream at the bottom, and on 
the opposite side a romantic dell covered with shor! 
grass and a few scattering cotton woods. A lai? 
body ot Indians had encamped on this very spot bu- 
a few days previous, the wilted limbs of the trees amd 
other “signs” showing that they had made it a rest: 


ing place. We, too, halted a couple of hours, togiv® 
our horses an opportunity to graze and rest themselves. 
The trail which led up on the opposite side was dis: & 
covered a short distance above us, to the south, win | 


ing up the steep and ragged sides of the precipice. 


The lead inule was again started ahead, the w 
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As we journeyed along this dell il were struck 
with admiration at the strange and fanciful figures 
ade by the washing of the waters during the rainy 
pec In some places a perfect wall,formed of a red- 
dish clay, were seen standing, and were they any 
where else it would be impossible to believe that 
other than the hand of man had formed them. The 
vein of which these walls were composed was of even 
thickness, very hard, and ran perpendicularly; and 
when the softer sand which had surrounded them was 
washed away the veins still remained standing up- 
right, in some places one hundred feet high and three 
or four hundred in length. 


Columns, too, were there, and such was their arch- 
‘tectural order, and so much of chaste grandeur was 
there about them that we were lost in wonder and ad- 
miration. In other places the breastworks of forts 
would be plainly visible, then again the frowning 
turrets of some castle of the olden time. Cumbrous 

illars of some mighty pile raised to religion or roy- 
alty were scattered about, regularity was strangely 
mixed up with ruin and disorder, and Nature had done 
it all. Niagara has been considered one of her wild- 
est freaks; but Niagara sinks into insignificance when 
compared with the wild grandeur of this awful chasm. 
Imagination carried us back to Thebes, to Palmyra, 
and to ancient Athens, and we could not help think. 
ing that we were now among their ruins. 


Our passage out of this place was effected with the 
greatest difficulty. We were obliged to carry our 
rifles, holsters and saddle-bags in our hands, and. in 
clambering up a steep pitch, one of the horses, strik- 
ing his shoulder against a projecting rock, was preci- 

itated some fifteen or twenty feet directly upon his 
back. All thought he must be killed by the fall; but 
singular enough he rose immediately, shook himself, 
me second effort in climbing proved more success- 
ful—the animal had not received the slightest appa- 
rent injury! 

By the middle of the afternoon we were all safely 
across, after spending five or six hours co:npletely 
shut out from the world. Again we found ourselves 
upon the level prairie, and on looking back, after pro- 
ceeding some hundred yards, not a sign of the im- 
mense chasm was visible. The waste we were then 
upon was at least two hundred and fifty miles in 
width, and the two chasms [ have mentioned weie 
the reservoirs and at the same time the conductors of 
the heavy quantity of rain which falls upon it during 
the wet season to the running streams. The prairie 
is undoubtedly the largest in the world, and the 
chasms are in perfeet keeping with the size of the 
yrairie, 

. At sundown we halted by the side of a water hole 
fi encamped for the night. By this time many of 


—_— 


who still had a little beef left had saved it by stinting 
themselves on the previous days. The worst of our 
sufferings had now commenced, 





THE U. STATES AND GREAT BRITAIN. 





A further evidence of the friendly feelings enter- 
tained towards Mr. Everett, our minister to England, 
aud the country which he so well represents, was 
shown in the presentation of the address which was 
made to him by the merchants and manufacturers of 
Manchester on the occasion of his recent visit to that 
city. We copy the following account of it: 


From the Manchester Guardian. 

F The presence in Manchester of the hon. Epwarp 
Everett, ambassador to this country from the Unit- 
ed States government—a presence for which we are 
indebted, we believe solely, to the meeting here of 
the British association—was deemed by many of our 
principal merchants and manufacturers, a fitting oc- 
casion for the presentation to his excellency of an 
address, expressive of the feelings of this communi- 
ly generally, in reference to the relations between 
the two countries, and their desire to see those rela- 
ions strengthened into a yet closer alliance, bringing 
With it the blessings of greater commercial freedom 
to both, and promoting the principles of peace. Ac- 
cordingly a request was made to his excellency the 
atmbassador—who was the guest of ALEXANDER HEN- 
RY, esq. of the Woodlands—to know when he would 
be pleased to receive the address. Mr. Everett ex- 
pressed his readiness to receive it on Saturday; and 
accordingly met anumerous party of gentlemen for 
that purpose in the Boroughreeve’s room at the 
Town Hall at half past two o’clock on Saturday af- 
€rnoon. The room was crowed. 
: On the motion of Mr. Robert Gardner, seconded 
y Alderman Shuttleworth, Ropert Hype Greece, 
sq. was called to the chair. The hon. Epwarp 

YERETT was introduced to the meeting by ALexan- 
ayy Henry, esq. ‘The chairman then briefly prefac- 
ed the presentation of the address by congratulating 





the presence here of so distinguished a man and 
statesman as Mr. Evererr. He then proceeded to 
read the following address, which was inscribed on 
vellum, and contained about five hundred and eighty 
signatures of our principal merchants, manufactur- 
ers, and traders: 


To his excellency the hon. Enwarp Everett, ambassa- 
dor to Great Britain from the government of the U. 
States of America. 


We, the undersigned, merchants, manufacturers, 
traders, and others, inhabitants of Manchester and 
its vicinity, feel gratified and honored by your tem- 
porary visit to our town, and gladly avail ourselves 
of the opportunity of expressing the friendly senti- 
ments we entertain towards the great country whose 
people and government you represent. 


We are sensible of the strong ties by which the 

United States of America and our own country are 
already connected. We feel that we are the same 
people, and of the same branch of the great human 
family, with those who have converted the pathless 
wastes of your vast continent into a land where civi- 
lization has reared her standard, and where man is 
pursuing with unfaltering steps all that is great and 
noble, and worthy of his highest ambition. 
We feel that much of what is cheering in the fu- 
ture progress of the world may depend upon the ca- 
reer of two nations so intimately allied, and that a 
heavy responsibility is imposed upon each country in 
working out its part of the all-wise designs of Divine 
Providence, in the advancement of the highest com- 
mon interest of our race. 


We believe that he is the best friend of both coun- 
tries who endeavors to promote an equitable and en- 
during alliance between them, and that nothing can 
serve more powerfully to ensure this than the ex- 
tension of reciprocal commercial intercourse, and 
the creation of a closer mutual dependence, operat- 
ing to the greater mutual advantage of all parties. 
We deeply regret that there should exist the slight- 
est barrier to the most perfect commercial freedom 
between the enterprising population of these islands 
and our brethren of the American continent. We 
trust that this delusive idea of protecting one branch 
of industry by inflicting injuries upon other branch- 
es is passing away, andthat ere long the abundant 
products of your country and the various manufac- 
tures of ours will be freely interchanged; that com- 
mercial transactions will become as uncontrolled by 
fiscal restrictions as are the waves, which, whilst 
they separate, yet serve to unite the parent with the 
daughter country. We feel convinced that the doom 
of rite ge is sealed in our land, that even the 
blindness of party is becoming enlightened, and that 
all the wise and good will soon be brought to regret 
thata single hour should have been allowed to pass 
without the adoption of the sound principles of free 
trade. 


We would hope, nay, we cannot doubt, that in 
your native land, of whose free institutions you are 
justly proud, commerce will not longer be permitted 
to languish in fetters; and that all who would give 
her perfect freedom in your country and in ours will 
not only hold out to each other the hand of friend- 
ship, and co-operate to advance the great principles 
we espouse, but have to greet each other on the 
speedy realization of the objects they so ardently de- 
sire. 


We are most anxious that perpetual peace should 
exist between the two countries—peace founded on 
mutual respect and mutual benefits; and that wher- 
ever the flag of our respective countries may be un- 


furled, it may be haitied as the herald of amity, of | 


civilization, and of religion. 

To your excellency, individually, we desire to 
convey our most earnest wish that your sojourn 
amongst us may be gratifying to yourself, and tend, 
in an eminent degree,to promote the most kindly 
feelings between the great people whose interests 
you have the distinguished honor to represent and 
the inhabitants of these realms, a vast majority of 
whom, we feel assured, most cordially unite with us 
in the sentiments we now express, from a full per- 
suasion that the consummation of their views will 





(a ee 


you have been pleased to express towards the peo- 
ple and government of the United States, and to as- 
sure you that those sentiments are cordially recipro- 
cated by those whom I have the honor, however un- 
worthily, to represent. The relation between our 
two countries is indeed, sir, as you have described 
it, of a most intimate character; more so probabl 
than has ever existed between two great states. 
am gratified to believe that this relation has contri- 
buted, in no small degree, to the prosperity of both; 
and that such may continue to be the case must be 
the desire of every patriotic citizen of either coun- 
try. [Cheers.] On those topics of the address which 
are matters of controversy both in England and the 
United States, the delicacy of my official position 
precludes me from any comment. Our two govern- 
ments (led by similar considerations in reference to 
the state of their finances) are now engaged in revi- 
sing the laws of trade. I shall cordially rejoice in 
the utmost possible extension of commercial inter- 
course, which the wisdom and experience of the two 
governments shal] deem compatible with the welfare 
of their constituents. [Loud cheers.] In your wishes 
for the perpetuation of peace between England and 
the United States I most heartily concur. Its inter- 
ruption I should deem most disastrous to both—I will 
add, to the whole civilized world. [Renewed cheers. ] 
Nothing that I can do, consistently with my duty tomy 
country, shall be spared to avert such a catastrophe; 
of which, Iam happy to say, 1 have no apprehen- 
sions. It is my ardent desire that our two kindred 
countries may run a long and glorious career of mu- 
tual and emulous exertion to promote the arts of 
civilized life. I deeply regret, Mr. Gregg and gen- 
tlemen, that my visit to Manchester is necessarily so 
short; what I have seen of it but increases my desire 
to see more. In respectfully taking my leave of you, 
I beg you to accept my best wishes for your indivi- 
dual welfare, and for the prosperity of this great, 
enterprising, and intelligent population. [Great 
cheering. ] 

[The interview shortly afterwards terminated; all 
present, we beiieve, being much gratified with the 
manner in which Mr. Everert responded to the ad- 
dress. ] 


At the closing meeting of the British association, 
recently held at Manchester, Sir Jounn Herscuern, 
discharged the duty allotted to him by the associa- 
tion, of embod Yeon expression of the feelings of 
pleasure and gratification created by the presence of 
the distinguished guests from abroad. In alluding, 
in the course of his remarks, to the eminent men 
who had contributed to the cause of science, he took 
the occasion to pay the following compliment to an 
American citizen: 


“JT ought not to conclude the mention of those 
names, without referring to Mr. Scnooicrarr, an 
American geographerywho has communicated to the 
Geographical Society of London a series of obser- 
vations on the lakes of America, which are consi- 
dered of very great importance and interest. It is 
impossible for me here to allude to any member of 
the United States, with reference to matter in which 
the least national feeling is awakened, without pay- 
ing a tribute to the high estimation in which science 
_is certainly held by that great and rising country. 
|Applause.] In every department of science, espe- 
cially those which receive their impulse from bu. 
rope, they appear totake so warm an interest and 
part, that they may be regarded, in that sense at least, 
as more completely our brethren than formerly. I 
would that the tribute which I have in humble and 
inadequate terms attempted to pay to the scientific 
ardor of our American brethren (for so I must all 
them) had been paid in the presence of the Ameri- 
can minister, who has been with us at the former 
part of the week. However, I trust that the expres- 
sion of it may in some way be conveyed to his ear, 
and that the Americans will perceive there is a feel. 
ing prevalent amongst the scientific men, and a- 
mongst all classes of this country, that we trust will 
draw closer the ties of brotherhood between the two 
countries. [Loud applause,”’] 
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secure solid and lasting benefit and blessings to our- 
selves, to you, and to the world. 
Mr. Everett, having received the address amidst 


from the meeting, replied to the following effect: 
Mr. Gregg and gentlemen: I feel very much flat- 
tered by the unexpected honor of the address which 


you have had the goodness to present to me, on be-| 


half of the merchants, manufacturers, traders, and 
others, inhabitants of Manchester and its vicinity. | 
beg you to receive my grateful acknowledgments for 
your kind welcome, with which | shall lose no time 
in acquainting my government. 





the meeting and his fellow townsmen generally on 


Permit me to offer 
you my sincere thanks for the friendly sentiments 





| VETO MESSAGE, 


| On Tuesday the 9th instant, the following message 





the most cordial and friendly greeting and cheers} from President Tyler was received in the house of 


| representatives by the hands of his private secretary, 


| To the house of representatives of the U. States: 

It is with unfeigned regret that I find myself un- 
der the necessity of returning to the house of repre- 
sentatives, with my objections, a bill entitled “An 
act to provide revenue from imports, and to change 
and modify existing laws imposing duties on im- 
ports and for other purposes.” Nothing can be 
‘more painful to any individual called upon to pers 
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form the chief executive duties under our limited 
constitution, than to be constrained to withhold his 
assent from an important measure adopted by the 
legislature; yet he would neither fulfil the high pur- 
poses of his station, nor consult the true interests, 
or the solemn will of the people, the common con- 
stituents of both branches of the government by 
yielding his well-considered, most deeply fixed, and 
repeatedly declared opinions on matters of great pub- 
lic concernment to those of a co-ordinate depart- 
ment, without requesting that department seriously 
to re-examine the subjectof their difference. The 
exercise of some independence of judgment in re- 
gard to all acts of legislation, is plainly implied in 
the responsibility of approving them. At all times 
a duty—it becomes a peculiarly solemn and impera- 
tive one, when the subjects passed upon by congress, 
happen to involve,as in the present instance, the 
most momentous issues, to affect variously the va- 
rious parts of a great country, and to have given 
rise in all quarters to such a conflict of opinion, as 
to render it impossible to conjecture, with any cer- 
tainty, on which side the majority really is. Surely, 
if the pause for reflection, intended by the wise au- 
thors of the constitution, by referring the subject 
back to congress for re-consideration be ever expe- 
dient and necessary, it is precisely such a case as the 
present. i) iB 

On the subject of distributing the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands, in the existing state of the 
finances, it has been my duty to make known my 
settled convictions on various occasions during the 
present session of congress. At the opening of the 
extra session, upwards of twelve months ago, shar- 
ing fully in the general hope of returning prosperity 
and credit, [ recommended such a distribution; but 
that recommendation was even then expressly cou- 
pled with the condition that the duties on imports 
should not exceed the rate of 20 per cent. provided 
by the compromise act of 1833. These hopes were 
not a little encouraged and these views strengthened 
by the report of Mr. Ewing, then secretary of the 
treasury, which was shortly thereafter laid before 
congress, in which he recommended the imposition 
of duties at the rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem on all 
free articles, with specified exceptions, and stated, 
«if this measure be adopted, there will be received 
in the treasury from customs, in the last quarter of 
the present year, (1841), $5,300,000; in all of the 
year 1842, about | rs apt and in the year 1843, 
after the final reduction under the act of March 2, 
1833, about $20,800,000,” and adds, “‘it is believed 
that after the heavy expenditures required by the 
public service in the present year shall have been 
provided for, the revenue which will accrue from 
that or a nearly proximate rate of duty, will be 
sufficient to defray the expenses of the government, 
and leave a surplus to be annually applied to the gra- 
dual payment of the national debt, leaving the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands to be disposed of as con- 
gress shall see fit.” I was most happy that congress, 
at the time, seemed entirely to concur in the recom- 
mendations of the executive, and, anticipating the 
correctness of the secretary’s conclusions, and in 
view of an actual surplus, passed the distribution 
act of the 4th September last, wisely limiting its 
operation by two conditions, having reference, both 
of them, toa possible state of the treasury, diffe- 
rent from that which had been anticipated by the se- 
cretary of the treasury, and to the paramount neces- 
sities of the public service. 


It ordained that, “if at anytime during the exis- 
tence of that act, there should be an imposition of 
duties ori imports inconsistent with the provision of 
the act of tic 2d March, 1833, and beyond the rate 
of duties fixed by that act, to wit, 20 per cent. onthe 

lue ot suck, imports or any of them,then the dis- 
a “al n should be suspended and should continue so 
— aded until that cause shouid be removed.” By 
ae. clause it had, in a like spirit of wise and 
pt ous patriotism, provided for another case in 
aac all are even now agreed that the proceeds of 
fies sales of the public iands should be used for 
the defence of the country. it was enacted that the 
act should continue and be in force until otherwise 

ovided by law, unless the United States should be- 

| oisioe inyolved in war with any foreign power, in 
which event, frum the commencement of hostilities, 
the act should be suspended until the cessation of 
hoe oe after the opening of the present session 
of congress, the unprecedented and extraordinary 
difficulties that have recently embarrassed the finan- 
ces of the country began to assume a serious aspect. 
It soon became quite eyident that the hopes under 
which the act of 4th September was passed, and 
which alone justified it in the eyes either of con- 
ss who imposed or of the executive who approv- 

ed the first of the two couditions just recited, were 


fore, of the embarrassments which had thus unex- 
posieny arisen, it appeared to me that the course to 

e pursued had been clearly marked out for the go- 
vernment by that act itself. The condition contem- 
plated in it, as requiring a suspension of its operation 
had occurred. It became necessary, in the opinions 
of ail, to raise the rate of duties upon imports above 
20 per cent., and with a view both to provide avail- 
able means to meet present exigencies, and to lay 
the foundation for a successful negotiation of a loan, 
I felt it incumbent upon me to urge upon congress to 
raise the duties accordingly, imposing them in a 
spirit of wise discrimination, for the two fold ob- 
ject of affording ample revenue for the government, 
and incidental protection to the various branches of 
domestic industry. I also pressed, in the most em- 
phatic but respectful language [ could employ, the 
necessity of making the land sales available to the 
treasury as the basis of public credit. 

I did not think that I could stand excused, much 
less justified, before the people of the United States, 
nor could I reconcile it to myself to recommend the 
imposition of additional taxes upon them, without, 
at the same time, urging the employment of all the 
legitimate means of the government towards satisfy- 
ing its wants. These opinions were communicated 
in advance of any definitive action of congress on 
the subject either of the tariff or land sales, undera 
high sense of public duty, and in compliance with an 
express injunction of the constitution—so that if a 
collision, extremely to be deprecated as such colli- 
sions always are, has seemingly arisen between the 
executive and legislative branches of the govern- 
ment, it has assuredly not been owing to any capri- 
cious interference, or to any want of a plain and 
frank declaration of opinion on the part of the for- 
mer. Congress differed in its views with those of 
the executive, as it had undoubtedly a right to do, 
and passed a bill virtually for a time repealing the 
proviso of the act of the 4th September, 1841. The 
bill was returned to the house in which it originated, 
with my objections to its becoming a law. With a 
view to prevent, if possible, an open disagreement of 
opinion on a point so important, I took occasion to 
declare that I regarded it as an indispensable pre- 
requisite to an increase of duties above 20 per cent. 
that the act of the 4th September should remain un- 
repealed in its provisions. My reasons for that opi- 
nion were elaborately set forth in the message which 
accompanied the return of the bill—which no con- 
stitutiona] majority appears to have been found for 
passing into a law. : 


The bill which is now before me proposes, in its 
27th section, the total repeal of one of the provisos 
in the act of September, and while it increases the 
duties above 20 per cent., directs an unconditional] 
distribution of the land proceeds. J am therefore, 
subjected a second time, in the period of a few days, 
to the necessity of either giving my approval to a 
measure which, in my deliberate judgment, is in 
conflict with great public interests, or of returning 
it to the nouse in which it originated, with my objec- 
tions. With all my anxiety for the passage of a Jaw 
which would replenish an exhausted treasury, and 
furnish a sound and healthy encouragement to me- 
chanical industry, I cannot consent to do so at the 
sacrifice of the peace and harmony of the country, 
and the clearest convictions of public duty. 

For some of the reasons which have brought me 
to this conclusion, | refer to my previous messages 
to congress, and briefly subjoin the following: 

1. The bill unites two subjects, which so far from 
having any affinity to one another, are wholly incon- 
gruous in their character. It is both a revenue and 
appropriation bill, it thus imposes on the executive, 
in the first place, the necessity of either approving 
that which he would reject, or rejecting that which 
he might otherwise approve. This is a species of 
constraint to which the judgment of the executive 
ought not, in my opinion, to be subjected. But tha‘ 
is not my only objection to the att in its present 
form. The union of subjects wholly dissimilar in 
their character in the same bill, if it grew into a 
practice, would not fail to lead to consequences de- 
structive of all wise and conscientious legislation. 
Various measures, each agreeable only to a small 
minority, might, by being thus united, and the more 
the greater chance of success, lead to the passing of 
laws, of which no single provision could, if standing 
alone, command a majority in its favor. 

2, While the treasury is in a state of extreme em- 
barrassment, requiring every dollar which it can 
make available, and when the government has not 
only to lay additional taxes, but to borrow money to 
meet pressing demands, the bill proposes to give 
away a frujtful source of revenue—which is the 
same thing as raising money by loan and taxation— 
not to meet the wants of the government, but for 
distribution, a proceeding which I must regard as 


nae 





not destined to be fulfiled. Upon the pressure, there- 


highly impolitic, if not unconstitutional. 
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A brief review of the present condition of the 
public finances will serve to illustrate the true con. 
dition of the treasury, and exhibit its actual necessj- 





ties. On the 5ih of August, wad last,) there was 
in the treasury, in round numbers, $2,150,000 
Necessary to be retained to meet 
trust funds, - - - $360,000 
Interest on public debt due in 
October, - - - 80,000 
To redeem treasury notes and pay 
the interest, - - - 100,000 
Land distribution, under the act 
of the 4th September, 1841, 640,000 
$1,180,000 
Leaving an available amount of $970,000 


The navy department had drawn requisitions on 
the treasury, at that time, to meet debts actually due, 
among which are bills under protest for $1,414,000, 
thus Jeaving an actual deficit of $444,000. 

There was on hand about $100,000 of unissued 
treasury notes, assisted by the accruing revenue, 
amounting to about $150,000 per week, exclusive of 
receipts on unpaid bonds, to meet requisitions for the 
army and the demands of the civil list. 

The withdrawal of the sum of $640,000 to be dis. 
tributed among the states, so soon as the statements 
and accounts can be made up and completed, by vir- 
tue of the provisions of the act the 4th of Septem- 
ber last, of which nearly a moiety goes to a few 
states and only about $383,000 is to be divided among 
all the states, while it adds materially to the embar- 
rassments of the treasury, affords to the states no de- 
cided relief. 

No immediate relief from this state of things is 
anticipated, unless, what would most deeply be de- 
plored, the government could be reconciled to the 
negotiation of loans already authorised by law, at a 
rate of discount ruinous in itself, and calculated 
most seriously to affect the public credit. So great 
is the depression of trade, that even if the present 
bill were to become a law, and prove to be produc- 
tive, some time would elapse before sufficient sup- 
plies would flow into the treasury, while, in the 
meantime, its embarrassments would be continually 
augmented by the semi-annual distribution of the 
land proceeds. 


Indeed, there is but too much ground to apprehend 
that even if this bill were permitted to become a law, 
alienating as it does the proceeds of the land sales, an 
actual deficit in the treasury would occur, which 
would more than probably involve the necessity of a_ 
result to direct taxation. 3 

Let it be also remarked, that $5,500,000 of th 

public debt becomes redeemable in about two years 
‘and a haif, which, at any sacrifice, must be met, 
while the treasury is always liable to demands for 
the payment of outstanding treasury notes. Such 
is the gloomy picture which our financial depart- 
ment now presents, and which calls for the exercise 
of a rigid economy in the public expenditures, and 
the rendering available of all the means within the 
‘control of the government. I most respectfully sub- 
mit, whether this is a time to give away the pro- 
ceeds of the land sales, when the public lands con- 
| stitute a fund which, of all others, may be made most 
‘useful in sustaining the public credit. Can the go- 
_vernment be generous and munificent to others when 
‘every dollar it can command is necessary to supply 
\its own wants? And if congress would not hesi- 
‘tate to suffer the provisions of the act of 4th Sep- 
tember last to remain unrepealed in case the country 
| was involved in war, is not the necessity for such a 
| course now just as imperative as it would be then? 

3. A third objection remains to be urged, which 
would be sufficient, in itself, to induce me to return 
the bill to the house with my objections. By uniting 
cwo subjects so incongruous as tariff and distribution, 
it inevitably makes the fate of the one dependent 
upon that of the other in future contests of party.— 
Can any thing be more fatal to the merchant or ma- 
nufacturer than such an alliance? What they most 
of all require is a system of moderate duties, so ar- 
ranged as to withdraw the tariff question, as far as 
possible, completely from the arena of political con- 
tention. Their chief want is permanency and sta- 
bility. Such an increase of the tariff, I believe to be 
necessary, in order to meet the economical expendi- 
tures of the government. Such an increase, made 
in the spirit of moderation and judicious discrimina- 
tion, would, [ have no doubt, be entirely satisfacto- 
ry to the great majority of the American people.— 
In the way of accomplishing a measure so salutary 
and so imperatively demanded by every public inte- 
rest, the legislative department will meet with a cor- 
dial co-operation on the part of the executive. This 
is all that the manufacturer can desire, and it woul 
be a burden readily borne by the people, But I can- 
not too earnestly repeat, that in order to be benefi- 
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cial it must be permanent, and in order to be perma- 
nent, it must command general acquiescence. But 
can such permanency be justly hoped for if the tariff 

yestion be coupled with that of distribution, as to 
which a serious conflict of opinion exists among the 
states and the people, which enlists in its support a 
pare majority, if indeed there be a majority, of the 
two houses of congress? What permanency or sta- 
pility can attach to a measure, which warring upon 
itself, gives away a fruitful source of revenue at the 
moment it proposes a large increase of taxes on the 
people? Is the manufacturer prepared to stake him- 
self and his interests upon such an issue? 

I know that it is urged, but most erroneously in 
my opinion, that instability is just as apt to be pro- 
duced by retaining the public lands as a source of 
revenue as from any other cause, and this is ascrib- 
ed to a constant fluctuation, as it is said, in the 
amount of sales. If there were any thing in this 
objection it equally applies to every imposition of 
duties on imports. The amount of revenue annual- 
ly derived from duties is constantly liable to change. 
The regulations of foreign governments, the varying 
productiveness of other counties, periods of excite- 
ment in trade, and a great variety of other circum- 
stances are constantly arising to affect the state of 
commerce, foreign and domestic, and of consequence 
the revenue levied upon it. The sales of the public 
domain in ordinary times are regulated by fixed laws, 
which have their basis in a demand increasing only in 
the ratio of the increase of population. in recurring 
to the statistics connected with this subject, it will be 
perceived that fora period of ten years preceding 1824, 
the average amount of land sales did not exceed 
$2,000,000. 


For the increase which took place in 1834-5 and | shoulder to shoulder with us in defending the old line | 
6, we are to look to that peculiar condition of the | of 1783, if a settlement is not made satisfactory to! municated in 
country which grew out one of the most extraordi-|the nation. The course of the general government! dent reason 
nary excitements in business and speculation that/in relation to this question is well known; and no’ the election 
have ever occurred in the history of commerce | man can say that Maine has not exhibited all the) rized, as they 

It was the fruit of a wild spirit of | 


and currency. 


adventure engendered by a vicious system of cre-| 
dits, under the evils of which the country is still | 
laboring, and which it is fondly hoped will not soon | 


recur. 


Considering the vast amount of investments made | her citizens took the field to defend their rights, very | 


this time had it not been for the allusions which have 
been made to the supposed terms of settlement of a 
question deeply interesting to my constituents, to the 
citizens of the state, as wel] as to every one of her 
representatives. I regret, (said Mr. A.) with the 
gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Jonwson,) that the 
subject has been brought into this debate before the 
terms of the treaty or the principles of the adjust- 
ment are made known to us. Still its introduction 
now may not be without its benefit. However, sir, 
here it is, and it gives me pleasure to discuss this 
subject of our territorial rights, at all times and on 
all occasions so deeply interesting and momentous to 
that generous and brave people, who have shown a 
determination to defend their rights against foreign 
aggression by the best evidence that men can give of 
the sincerity of their purposes; and that is, by leav- 
ing their happy homes in mid-winter, and rallying 
with arms under the flag of the state to defend their 
soil from foreign invasion. A large portion of the 
territory involved in dispute is within the bounds of 
my district, and the committee must be aware that it 
has great interest for me. Why is it that gentlemen 
who live in remote sections of the Union have such 
peculiar interest in our rights at this time, and have 
looked on so complacently amid all the neglect we 
have suffered, when they have known that our citi- 
zens had been arrested in former times and lodged in 
dismal prisons; that the territory we claim was in 
British occupancy; that our forests were devastated 
by foreigners? Still it is better late than never; and 
I hope they will bear in mind that, in any future 


contingencies, we shall expect that their patriotism | 


and high sense of national honor will be put in ex- 





ercise for these very rights, and that they will stand 


forbearance to the Union and consideration to the 
wishes of her sister states that she could do consist- 
ently with the determined and resolute maintenance 
of her rights. Mr. Stevenson, in a letter to Lord 
Palmerston, alluding to the course of Maine, when 


by private individuals in the public lands, during | justly remarks that— 


those three years, and which equalled $43,000,000, 


i 
| 


“In exervising, then, the rights of self-defence un- 


equal to more than twenty years purchase, taking | der a state of things certainly equally and mutually 
the average of sales of the ten preceding years, it | to be lamented by both governments, it is not per- 
may be safely asserted that the result of the pub-/ ceived how the responsibility of any collision which 


lic land sales can hold out nothing to alarm the ma- 
nufacturer with the idea of instability in the reve- 
nues, and consequently in the course of the govern- 
ment. 

Under what appears to me, therefore, the soundest 

considerations of public policy, and in view of the in- 
terests of every branch of domestic industry, I return 
Lys the bill with these my objections to its becoming 
a law, 
_ I take occasion emphatically to repeat my anx- 
ious desire to co-operate with congress, in the pass- 
ing of a law, which, while it shall assist in supply- 
ing the wants of the treasury and re-establish pub- 
lic credit, shall afford to the manufacturing interests 
of the country, all the incidental protection they re- 
quire. 

After, all, the effect of what I do is substantially 
to call on congress to re-consider the subject. If, on 
such reconsideration, a majority of two-thirds of both 
houses should be in favor of this measure, it will be- 
come a law notwithstanding my objections. In a case 
of a clear and manifest error on the part of the presi- 
dent, the presumption of the constitution is that such 
majorities will be found. Should they be so found 
in this case, having conscientiously discharged my 
own duty, I shall cheerfully acquiesce in the result. 

a JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, Aug. 9th, 1842. 
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_ SPEECH OF MR. ALLEN, OF MAINE. 


In reply to what fell from Mr. Holmes, and other gentle- 
men, on Saturday and Monday, the 23d and 25th ult. 
during the discussion of the army bill, in allusion to 
the reported agreement between the ministers of the U. 
States and Great Britain for a settlement of the North 
Eastern Boundary. 

side said that, when the bill was under con- 

tiene “g: on a former day, he had opposed a reduc- 

thor : Ric army on national grounds, devoted 
there € was toa rigid system of economy, But 
sail are national rights that must not be put in jea- 
the y- You have an extensive tribe of Indians on 
oti frontier; you have numerous forts and 
cosa that require some men to keep them in 
of a aun and now you have but merely the nucleus 
wie orce. But there are other considerations which 

sho on bear heavily on this question; indeed, I 

uid not have risen to address the committee at 
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might have ensued can rightfully attach to Maine. 
To regard these proceedings in any other light than 
defensive, would be doing injustice not only to the 
government of Maine, but to the patience with which 
its people have endured, and the moderation with 
which they have sought, in the vindication of what 
they believed to be their just rights, to guard against 
collision or disagreements between the two govern- 
ments. These are the observations which, in justice 


to the people and authorities of Maine, the under- 








signed has felt it his duty to make.” 


It gives me great pleasure (said Mr. A.) to declare 
that on this great question of the integrity of our ter- 
ritory the spirit of party has not been suffered to ex- 
ert an influence. Our people have considered it a 
question higher and holier than any of a partisan 
character. We have viewed it as a question in which 
the destinies of the whole republic were involved, 
and the spirit of party has fallen rebuked amid the no- 
ble and patriotic considerations which have guided 
ourcourse. I feel proud of our people for this mani- 
testation of patriotic feeling; it will sustain any go- 
vernment amidst any trials. This is not the occa- 
sion or the subject for the demagogue, and whoever 
attempts to mould it for such pal grew will find lit- 
tle response from the hearts of our countrymen. It 
is too momentous, too serious for any other senti- 
ment than the holiest devotion to republican free- 
dom, to the purest love of our national rights, and 
the highest sense of duty which the country can de- 
mand of us; its honor, its happiness, and peace, are 
associated with its result; and all I ask of the execu- 
tive or of congress is to let their acts conform to the 
noble spirit which has characterised the people of 
Maine, and I will hazard the consequences either to 
herself or the nation. 

It is not strange that we should have been zealous 
in the assertion of our rights, for the soil is conse- 
crated to us by the associations that are necessarily 
connected with the treaty of 1783; and believing as 
we do that the title 1s clearly and indisputably ours, 
it would have been strange if it had not combined in 
its support the whole people. ‘The course they have 
taken on this question will commend itself to the 
whole country. Indeed, we should have been justi- 
ed at times, when the action of the general govern- 
ment is examined, and considering its constitutional 
obligations to protect and maintain the jurisdiction 
of the state, if we had been less regardful in former 








times of ‘‘embarrassing the administration.” 1 cannot 
revert to some incidents which have transpired in 
the progress of this question without deep emotion; 
and it strikes me, Mr. Chairman, that it should ope- 
rate on the administration of public affairs hereafter 
as a precedent; that greater energy and decision is 
necessary in conducting national controversies. The 
question has become more and more involved, and 
more difficult of adjustment; and here the people of 
Maine demand now a decision, ere it is lost in deep- 
er labyrinths. Even when congress had ordered a 
survey for a military road, Mr. Van Buren, then se- 
cretary of state, said: 

“That although this government could feel no 
difficulty in the exercise of what it deems an wnques- 
tionable right, and could not allow itself to be re- 
strained by the protest of the lieutenant governor of 
New Brunswick, yet, as a further proof of the spirit 
of amity, forbearance, and concialiation which the 
president is desirous of cultivating between the two 
governments, he has decided to postpone for the pre- 
sent the exercise of the authority vested in him by 
the congress of the United States. to cause to be sur- 
veyed and laid out a military road,” &c. 


Ata certain period the legislature of Maine in- 

corporated the town of Madawaska, and the persons 
acting under the authority were arrested and impri- 
soned; and, instead of enforcing their release, as it 
| was the duty of the government to have done, they 
represented that it was the action of certain “‘ill ad- 
| vised persons;” and Mr. Livingston, in his communi- 
| cation to the governor, uses the following language, 
| which should have been met with indignant energy, 
'and would have been by the present executive of 
| Maine: 
‘The first extract from your letter, which I com- 
mine to Mr. Bankhead, gave the presi- 
to believe, as | expressed myself, that 
meetings at Madawaska were wnautho- 
| were clearly a breach of the arrange- 
_ment with the British minister. * * The call for 
| his protection to the citizens of your state who have 
been arrested in consequence of those proceedings, 
and for repelling what you consider as an invasion of 
your state, would have called for very different measures 
if the first departure from the understanding between 
the two governments had not proceeded from the 
| persons who have been arrested; and if the authori- 
_ty exercised recently by the government of New 
Brunswick had been in a settlement which, at the 
time of the arrangement, was not de facto in the oc- 
_cupation of the British. As the case is, however, 
_ the president cannot consider the continuance of the 
occupation by the officers, civil or military, of the 
| British province as an invasion; but will take al! 
| proper measures to procure the release of the ill-ad- 
| vised persons who have been the cause of the distur- 
bance.” 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. J. R. In- 
GERSOLL) inquires if the general government did not 
refund the amount paid to Mr. Baker and Mr. Gree- 
ly? True, they did; but they did not redress the in- 
juries inflicted on those citizens by their imprison- 
ment, nor the disgrace that attached to the union by 
suffering it to be done with impunity. One was act- 
|ing under the authority of the state, and the other 
under the authority of the union, and the sovereign- 
ty of each was assailed and disgraced by submission 
to such injuries, and the administration of that day 
seemed to congratulate itself that a pardon was 
granted. Where, then, was this especial interest for 
our rights and honor? I will not disinter, in detail, 
the different efforts made to settle this dispute. One 
was somewhat distinguished, and which the state re- 
pudiated, and that was, that she should receive lands 
in Michigan in fieu of her rights. The contracting 
parties to this arrangement were the cabinet of 
Gen. Jackson on the one part, and certain commis- 
sioners from Maine on the other. This arrangement 
seems ay to have been prompted by a resolu- 
tion of the senate of the United States, passed June 
3, 1832, in these words: 

‘* Resolved, That the senate advise the president to 
open a new negotiation with his Britannic majesty’s 
government, for the ascertainment of the boundary 
between the possessions of the United States and 
those of Great Britain, on the northeastern frontier 
of the United States, according to the treaty of peace 
of 1783.” 

At a later period the executive of the U. States 
desired Maine to clothe it with unlimited power for 
fixing a new and conventional line, in lieu of the 
treaty pending. In the same communication to the 
governor of Maine, Mr. Forsyth holds the following 
language: ' 

“Whilst the obligations of the federal government 
to do all in its power to effect a settlement of this 
boundary are fully recognised on its part, it has, in 
the event of its being unable to do so specifically, by 
mutual consent, no other means to accomplish the 
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object amicably than by another arbitration, or a 
commission, with an umpire, in the nature of an ar- 
bitration. In the contingency of all other measures 
failing, the president will feel it to be his duty to sub- 
mit another proposition to the government of Great 
Britain to refer the decision of the question to a third 
party.” 

And Maine, in reply, expressed her views in the 
following resolutions: 

“Resolved, That it is not expedient to give the as- 
sent of this state to the federal government to treat 
with that of Great Britain for a conventional line 
for our northeastern boundary, but that this state 
will insist on the line established by the treaty of se- 
venteen hundred and eighty-three. 

Resolved, That, as this state has never heretofore 
given her consent to the appointment of an umpire 
under the treaty of Ghent, in eighteen hundred and 
fourteen, but has protested against the same, and as 
she believes it tobe a grave question whether the 
provision in the treaty for this purpose has not done 
its office, and is therefore no longer in force, she is 
not now prepared to give her assent to the appoint- 
ment of a new arbiter.” 

Nothing, then, of a serious moment transpired, till 
the difficulties of 1839, when encroachments were 
made upon our territory, and extensive trespasses 
upon our forests, and the land agent of Maine, in the 
discharge of his duty on this territory, was arrested 
by British authority, and conveyed to a British jail. 
It was under circumstances of bold aggression by 
the provincials that the troops of our state were or- 
dered to take possession of the territory and defend 
it. And there never was a better exemplification of 
the energy of a people than was exhibited on that 
occasion. The general government then interfered, 
fearing a general war would be the consequence of 
the determined resolution, but what was admitted to 
be the imperative duty, of our citizens. And under 
the auspices of General Scott, who had the com- 
mand of the eastern military division, and who act- 
ed under the direct and positive orders of Mr. Van 
Buren, an arrangement was made, by which Maine 
was to withdraw her troops, who had, in midwinter, 
gallantly marched to the theatre of invasion; but 
the jurisdiction of this very territory, north of the 
St. John’s, was left in British possession. This was 
submitted to with the deepest reluctance by the same 
legislature that directed the executive of the state to 
order out the troopsin herdefence. They were the 
advocates of a decisive and onward course, and if 
their judgment had influenced the councils of the 
union, | doubt not an adjustment would have soon 
been made. But with the same patriotic devotion to 
the union; and the same regard to the wishes of her 
sister states, which has always marked her charac- 
ter, she gave a reluctant assent to the arrangement, 
with the fullest assurance that the general govern- 
ment would bring the subject to an immediate issue; 
but in that she has been disappointed, and it has been 
suffered to rest quietly until this late effort at nego- 
tiation. During this period British troops have been 
stationed on this territory, and it is now, I am told, 
guarded by a line of military posts. 


On a former occasion I referred to this condition 
of things, but it did not then excite the sensitive ho- 
nor of gentlemen; but they are now aroused upon a 
suspicion; and the gentleman from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Hoimes), ‘thinks that there is something wrong 
somewhere; whether it was in the treaty itself, or in 
the apprehensions of those concerned in its ratifica- 
tion, he knew not.” He could feel, however, ‘that 
a storm was brewing; andI hope the prophecy of 
the gentleman will prove ‘that there is a storm 
brewing;” for after it there is always a clear sky, a 
better atmosphere. No excitement when your ter- 
ritory is in possession of the enemy; but upon suspi- 
cion; upon a rumor of the terms of the treaty, the 

atriotism of gentlemen is wonderfully aroused.— 
hy is it? Can a political prejudice be aroused?— 
‘Jet no man apply this flattering unction to his soul.” 
An agreement by a conventional line, or in any other 
mode but the running the line according to the trea- 
ty of 1783, has always met with opposition with us; 
and this effort at a settlement has been acquiesced in 
by the people, from the earnest solicitations of the 
general government, and from an ardent desire to 
meet the wishes of her sister states. We ask no fa- 
vors in this business. If settled, the sacrifice is on 
our part, and made from the purest national feeling 
for the benefit of the whole union. So far as Maine 
is concerned, she would rather have her own terri- 
tory bounded by the ancient land-marks; and if she 
waives any of her rights, it is from regard to others, 
for no equivalent can be satisfactory unless it is con- 
secrated by the strong wishes of our sister states. — 
It is for you to influence this decision. Maine has 
dove her whole duty, and generously; and if this ef- 
fort is fruitless, your patriotism, although on this sub- 
ject aroused at a late day, will not permit any other 
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power to desecrate our soil, and it will give the brave 
soldiers of Maine rich satisfaction to welcome their 
brothers in arms from distar* states, and march with 
them to the northern line, and there raise the “stars 
and stripes” of the union on the highlands that di- 
vide the waters that empty into the Atlantic from 
those that fall into the St. Lawrence, and there main- 
tain it as on holy ground. I will answer for Maine, 
that, if ever she is driven to extremities again, she 
will not lay down her arms as long as the north star 
directs. 

That gentlemen should advert in advance to the 
terms of the treaty, either that it embraced within 
itself terms disadvantageous to Maine, as it was inti- 
mated on Saturday, or in giving to her and Massa- 
chusetts equivalents of unreasonable value, as was 
feared to-day, is at least a reflection by implication 
on the commissioners as well as the executive of the 
nation. Those from Maine were appointed by the 
legislative power of the state—both of them have 
held high and responsible positions in the political 
parties to which they belong, having the entire con- 
fidence of the people for their public services as well 
as private worth. They know full well the tone and 
temper of the people they represent on this great 
question, and I shall wait with entire confidence till 
its terms are made known, not doubting that the ho- 
nor of the union is preserved; and if Maine has 
yielded in her rights, it has been done as a sacrifice 
on the‘altar of the country. Butif the country do 
not receive the concessions in the same patriotic 
spirit in which they are made, why she has-discharg- 
ed her duty, and if serious consequences should en- 
sue, she holds herself guiltless; for all that she ever 
did ask was her acknowledged rights, and give her 
these, and she will rejoice. Her desire has been to 
consult the wishes of the union, but if she has mis- 
taken their sentiments, she asks that the union shall 
do her duty in throwing around her the shield of the 
constitution. I might speak of the commissioners 


of the subject, and a firm conyiction in the mind of 
the president that the interests of both countries, as 
well as the interests of the two states more immedi. 
ately concerned, require a prompt effort to bring the 
dispute to an end;” and he therefore “expresses ay, 
earnest hope that the governor will convene the |e. 
gislature of Maine, and submit the subject to jt, 
grave and candid deliberation.” 

It was in this spirit that Maine was addressed, anq 
her executive felt ita duty which he owed to the 
people of the state and the union to convene the |e. 
gislature for the purpose. And it is but justice to 
him to say, that his communication to that body was 
characterized by the same devotion to the interes; 
and honor of the state, as was his fearless and noble 
conduct when, in a former year of his administra- 
tion, he feit it his duty to call out the troops to repe| 
encroachments on our territory. The course of the 
legislature is well known to you. They responded 
to the sentiment of the general government, and ap. 
pointed commissioners ‘‘fully empowered to confer 
with the authorities thereofupon a conventional line, 
or line by agreement, with its terms, conditions, con- 
siderations and equivalents, with an understanding 
that no such line should be agreed upon without the 
assent of such commissioners.” 


Well, the negotiation has been going on, and ‘it is 
rumored,” says the gentleman from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Hoimes), ‘that the result is especially palata- 
ble to Maine.” If it is, it is the first thing palatable 
which has ever been administered to her on this 
question. This seems to be a different rumor from 
that announced in the house on Saturday. Whatever 
the result may be, let me assure gentlemen that no 
result can suit us so weli as for the government to 
run the line according to the treaty of 1783,and there 
plant the American standard. Gentlemen seem to 
intimate as if we wished a sort of traffic on this sub- 
ject. Let me tell them that we have come here at 
their solicitation, and against our wishes, when act- 





from the old commonwealth of Massachusetts in the 


upon her noble histury. Never in the annals of the 
country, so far as we have known the progress of 
our foreign negotiations, has the conduct of the exe- 
cutive commanded higher admiration. No state pa- 
per, on national questions, has emanated from the 
department of state, but what of itself would have 
given its author a high reputation for transcendant 
ability and that spirit of patriotism that looked to 
the high purpose of our institutions, and to their pro- 
gress and destiny as allied with the rights and liber- 
ties of all mankind. It is, however, what we ha 
reason to expect from such intellectual endowments, 
rarely bestowed, and from a love of country render- 
ed dear by the birth of his ancestry, and by the no- 
ble principles on which our system of government 
is based. Our national annals are rich with his ef- 
forts to perpetuate the blessings of “‘liberty and un- 
ion,” and render them, ‘“‘now and forever, one and 
inseparable.” 

hy, then, this apprehension? It comes at a late 
day, and “upon suspicion.” I question no man’s mo- 
tives, but if ever there was an affair which had the 
appearance of being done to excite some factious pre- 
judice, itis this. It may, perhaps, appear more pal- 
pable to me; for, in the discussion of this question in 
our own state, no such spirit is ever suffered to have 
an gene and it will meet its rebuke in the public 
mind. | 


This is a slight sketch of its progress, when the 
present national executive, desirous that our foreign 
difficulties should be speedily adjusted, and, I doubt 
not, feeling sensible that longer delay was fraught 
with great embarrassments, addressed a communica- 
tion to the governor of Maine, informing him ‘‘that 
Lord Ashburton, a minister plenipotentiary and spe- 
cial from Great Britain, had arrived at the seat of 
government of the United States, and that, in re- 
gard to the boundary question, he had officially an- 
nounced to the government at Washington that he 
was authorised to treat for a conventional line, or 
line by agreement, on such terms and conditions, and 
with such mutual considerations and equivalents as 
may be thought just and equitable,” and inviting the 
co-operation of the governments of Maine and Mas- 
sachusetts in an endeavor to terminate this long pend- 
ing controversy.” 

Mr. Webster remarks, in the same communication, 
that ‘the opinion of this government upon the justice 
and validity of the American claim has been expres- 
sed at so many times, and in so many forms, that a 
mevinee of that opinion is not necessary. But the 
subject is a subject in dispute. The government has 
agreed to make it matter of reference and arbitra- 
tion, unless another mode for settling the controver- 
sy should be resorted to, with the hope of producing 
a specdy decision.” He adds, “that the importance 





same high terms as those from our own state. Her} 
honor is safe in their hands, and her people will | 
have no fears that the old states will receive a blot. 


ing independently of the necessary connexion of other 
We came up here with 
bleeding hearts, expecting to make a sacrifice on the 
It is 
a sacrifice to us, whatever may be the equivalent, to 
_Jeave the old line of 1783 and take any other. We 
have been called upon by the country at large, and 
| by many of the legislatures of the union, in the same 

spirit as the following resolution, from the state of 
| Alabama: 

“That the question of the northeastern boundary 
concerns the whole union, and is not one local in its 
character to the state of Maine, although she is con- 

| fessedly more interested than any other in its adjust- 
| ment; and that, for the reason here set forth, it is the 
duty of the state of Maine to trust the decision of the 
matter to the councils of the union, and abide there- 
by, whatever it may finally be, whether exactly con- 
sistent with her wishes or not. If congress says go 
| to war, we will cheerfully obey the mandate, but we 
‘should deeply regret to see the state of Maine take 
'any rash step, which might tend to plunge her sister 
states into war, more through mere feeling and sym- 
pathy than from deliberate choice and determination 
‘on their part.” 

And, Mr. Chairman, as one of the representatives 

of that state, let me declare to you that this is a sub- 
| ject which has too long absorbed the public mind in 
Maine. She has suffered too much and too long to 
submit to any mere trifling. No gasconading, no 
'show of chivalry, nothing but the practical illustra- 
| tion of heroism—no empty resolutions, will hereafter 
satisfy her. And the Rubicon is not yet passed.— 
| The treaty is not yet ratified, nor signed either, as it 
‘is rumored. And the citizens of Maine, so far as 
they are concerned, never desired the government to 
take any other course than to defend the line which 
_is acknowledged to be the true one. Let us have, 

then, a fair understanding in this matter, for the plot 
thickens; and if all these attempts at settlement fail 
now—and it is for the treaty making power to de- 
' cide, but that will doubtless be influenced, as it ought 
'on this subjeet, by the popular will—why then the 
ground that Maine assumes, so far as another arbi- 
‘tration is concerned, is expressed in the following re- 

solution: 
| “‘ Resolved by the house of representatives, That the un- 
questionable right of this state to the whole of the 
territory embraced within her limits, as described by 
the definitive treaty of peace of seventeen hundred 
and eighty-three, ought never to have been submitted 
to arbitration; and, in the opinion of this house, to 
consent to another arbitration would be an abandon- 
ment of the rights and interests of Maine.” 

The course which she has taken has been out of 
regard to the union, disregarding with patriotic sp! 
rit every consideration of self. No man from Maine, 
I will venture, asks a ratification, and if other mem- 
bers of the union think she is too generous, or gets an 
equivalent which they deem too great, the decision 


| states and of the union. 


| altar of our country for the common interest. 
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.. with them, not with us. And whatever it may be, 
i ee be no misunderstanding; and I speak it in 
no spirit of bravado, but declare that we have done 
al] that in howor we can do, and now demand of you 
to take military possession of that territory, and dis- 
lodge the British troops which now hold it. 

You have borne too long, for the honor of your 
country, this encroachment, and it must cease either 
by one course or the other. Remember that you are 
bound to march with us, and we will furnish you 
with northern troops that will neither tire nor faint, 
and that we will prove by their conduct, as they 
have done in the two great struggles for freedom, 
that their enlistment is during the war, and their arms are 
never to be laid down till the rights of America are fully 
restored, and the flag of your country waves in triumph 
on the old treaty line. 














- DEBATE IN SENATE, JULY 21, 1842. 








From the National Intelligencer. 

Mr. Catnoun presented a petition for free trade, 
and against the protective policy, from citizens of 
Middlesex county, Virginia. It argues the theoreti- 
cal question like a professor of political economy, 
and appeals to the authority of Gen. Harrison in his 
Zanesville letter, which letter Mr. Catnoun called 
on the secretary to read, after the petition. 

Mr. Catuoun then went on tocomment on the let- 
ter, insisting that it pledged both General H. and 
those who supported him to the preservation of the 
compromise act. He appealed to the whigs to main- 
tain the doctrines of that distinguished citizen, the 
favorite of their party, and so much the object of 
their regret. : 

Mr. Crirrenpen remarked that the object of this 
proceeding was clearly to hold up to the country an 
authority which the senator and his friends had done 
every thing in their power to discredit. He could 
not understand how one who had played the sena- 
tor’s part as to the illustrious person in question 
should now, with such parade, come here to exhibit 
his opinions, and teach his friends how to interpret 
and revere them. Has the senator always taught 
this respect for the doctrines of General Harrison? 
When did he erect that virtuous patriot into an ora- 
cle, or assume to be the expounder of his opinions? 
Has he, as such, gone to the quarter where those 
opinions have most need to be enforced, and where 
the senator himself would be most gladly listened to? 
Has he gone to the president of the United States, 
reminded him of Gen. Harrison’s opinion as to the 
distribution bill, and taught him how solemnly he 
was bound to ratify that act, in conformity with the 
views to which his great, his lamented predecessor 
was so distinctly pledged? Is it only thus by parcels, 
and according to his own convenience, that he is to 
challenge adherence to the opinions of Gen. Harri- 
son? He, sir, of all others, has the least right to ad- 
vert, as he has just done, to the doctrines of Gen. 
Harrison, or of any other whig. The opinions of 
the late president he struggled to the utmost to bring 
into- reproach, wherever he himself had adherents, 
doing all that in him lay to keep them down; and 
now, when the noble, the true-hearted old man is in 
his grave, and every whig hope and all whig coun- 
sels with him, the senator comes with this posthu- 
mous respect to tell us of the deferential regard to 
which the authority of General Harrison is entitled! 
This is now the style of those who, a little while ago, 
spoke of the great contest of 1840, as “the coonskin 


| floor, and especially by him whom no rule of this 


body can forbid me to style, as he is, my honorable, 
my illustrious predecessor? AJ] have here testified 
a like desire to preserve the compromise act; nay, 
have sustained it, when assailed by the very party 
with whom the senator now acts. All have held for 
it the highest respect that can well be paid to a 
merely legislative act, appealing strongly to the feel- 
ings of the whole country, as a measure the most 
patriotic in its aim, the wisest in its adaptation to the 
conjuncture, the happiest in what it accomplished. 
As a law, all assent to the duty of respecting it, un- 
til some overruling public necessity, such as has 
now arisen, compels us to resort to other measures, 
suited to this, as that was to its own conjuncture. 
On the gentleman’s appeal to Gen. Harrison’s au- 
thority, he would only add, that it came with an ex- 
ceeding ill grace from a quarter where that honora- 
ble name had hardly ever been treated with the 
smallest decency. The attempt thus to turn a man- 
gled letter, by the art of misconstruction, into an 
evidence of what the patriotic purposes of the wri- 
ter and his good sense would have entirely forbidden, 
was a thing worthier of the hustings than of the se- 
nate; and,as for the advice or admonition to the 
whigs, it was as superserviceable as the interpreta- 
tion of Gen. Harrison was superficial. 

Mr. Catuoun said, it would, indeed, (changing his 
tone,) be extremely absurd, were he to offer the 
opinions he had cited as one advocating them or pro- 
fessing a general admiration of him from whom they 
came. He had no idea of propounding them, except 
as of acknowledged authority to the whigs. Mr.C. then 
proceeded to argue, from the Zanesville letter, that 
if Gen. Harrison was still alive, he would be pledg- 
ed, by that letter, to veto any bill subverting the com- 
promise act, as that would do which was about to be 
introduced into that house. In such a negative, his 
whig friends—having supported him with a full 
knowledge of the avowal in that letter—would be 
equally bound to concur, unless they would show an 
imperious necessity for the abandonment of that 
pledge. 


Mr. Arcuer disavowed all wish to interfere be- 
tween the senators. He could not, however, let slip 
so apt an occasion of ascertaining that, without which 
he might misapprehend the senator from South Ca- 
rolina, and do him an injustice which he should 
greatly regret to commit. The senator favors us 
with frequent tirades against our daring violation of 
those indefinable and changing principles which are 
his own guide as long as he follows them, and de- 
light till he abandons them. But will it not be as 
well, while we are on this matter, and in order to 
make it up with a full understanding when it comes 
here, that he should at once tell us his own opinion 
as to the obligations of the compromise act? Would 
he refuse to pass.a tariff act of above 20 per cent. 
no matter what the public exigencies? Or are he 
and his friends determined that nothing of the sort 
shall be done with their consent, while the distri- 
bution act lasts? What did he think General Harri- 
son, whose opinions he was pleased to cite and ex- 
plain, would have done had he found himself in the 
present contingency? He wished to know where the 
senator was about to stand. Did he think that it 
would, under existing circumstances, have been a 
breach of consistency in General Harrison to con- 
form to the actual financial necessities of the country, 
and sanction an act carrying the duties beyond the 
compromise act? What would the senator’s own 
course be? 

Mr. Catnoun would endeavor to answer. plainly, 





war!” These are they who are now to instruct us 


what Gen. Harrison said, and how it was to be con- | 


strued. With asentence here and a sentence there, 
plucked from the context of letters and speeches,we, 
the friends of Harrison, are now to be told by his 
enemies what we are to think, and what we are to 
do, not that his opinions or his measures may be ad- 
vanced, but those of the men who derided the form- 
er, and fought and are fighting against the latter. 
There might, in all this, have been some little 
more of decency, some little more of candor, if 
these gentlemen, and that senator at their head, had 
ever, when the present chief magistrate was leaning 
to counsels the most opposite to the pledges of which 


they now speak, approached him—the deliberate vio- 


lator of those pledges—to remind him of them, as 
they were now blind enough to do those who respect- 
ed and were true to them. 


ples for which they now pretended such respect. 


They had misled him by every art they could prac- 
tise, to delude him without entangling themselves. 


ever will betray whig principles and measures, come 


Gen. Harrison thought. 


_ But, sir, what does General H. say, in that Zanes- 
Ville letter, that has not been often repeated on this| the moment, he could allege, for the purpose of de- 


Him, they had contribu- | 
ted all they couid to mislead from the very princi- 


though succinctly. He was always glad to meet any 
such challenge as to his course, which was ever per- 
fectly open to all public scrutiny. He would say, 
' without any hesitation, that he would never consent 
to exceed the terms of the compromise act, until the 
legitimate resources of the government were all ap- 
plied to its support, all needless expenditures retrench- 
ed, and every proper reform introduced into the pub- 
lic service. 

Mr. Crirrenpen resumed. He had, it seemed, 
misapprehended the senator from South Carolina, 
who did not mean to sanction the opinions which he 
urged others to be guided by. He meant them as a 
rule for the whigs only. It was thus only a lecture 
which the senator pleased to read to the whigs. He 
(Mr. CrirrenpEeN) was not averse to learning, but 





rant grown-up people—that of choosing their own 
teachers. 
his feet and learn wisdom of him? 





chimed the usual privilege of even the most igno-| po 


Would the gentleman have me to sit at 
Is that his as- 
sumption? Such a claim would be rather high, even 
And now they, the friends and encouragers of who-| towards his political allies. Towards those who are 
the very contrary, it is most extraordinary. Them 
graciously to enlighten, nay admonish us, as to what, he might with some face take on himself to indoc- 
| trinate, if he showed a little respect for any other of 
| General Harrison’s opinions except those which, for 


stroying all the rest—for the purpose of discrediting 
the principles to which General H. was attached; 
the measures he desired to see made a public bless- 
ing; the party and the friends to whom he was unde- 
viatingly true. His was the very last name which 
those gentlemen should willingly use. Warmly as it 
should be kept in the hearts of those who are bent 
on restoring a good government, and fit as it was to 
reanimate their minds with the confidence of what 
may be again effected in expelling the bad from 
power, it was for these very reasons only the more a 
sound of ill-augury to the senator and his dear allies. 
Would that, with such ill-timed invocations, they 
could call him back to life! Could he now rise from 
his place, for the friends whom he drew about him, 
and the measures of which his election was hailed as 
the pledge, what would he think? 

A word now, sir, of the compromise. The sena- 
tor says he would only renounce it in the last extre- 
mity. Yet the senator has been again and again 
stated, here in his presence, to have voted for it with 
the greatest repugnance, and only under a sort of 
constraint. Now, he would run any hazard of stop- 
ping tie government rather than yield it. But what 
has his own conduct been? While a whig, or acting 
with the whigs—as he did until, in his Edgefield let- 
ter, he said he had discovered that a whig victory 
would not enure to his benefit—did he not find Mr. 
Clay and the whigs battling at his side against the 
attack, upon the compromise, of the very party 
to whom he directly after united himself? That party 
he then continually denounced, in the most violent 
terms, as public plunderers. Yet he suddenly united 
himself with it, and deserted those who had sustain- 
ed his compromise against them! 

I am accustomed, sir, said Mr. C. to judge men by 
their actions, not by their words. If the senator 
then found sufficient reasons for joining the part 
who had lately assailed the compromise act, and if, 
originally, he voted for it with such deep repugnance, 
he will allow me to make some slight deductions from 
the zeal he now exhibits, or to attribute some part of 
it to temporary influences. 

Unless he has misunderstood some late declara- 
tions from the senator, he was of opinion that the 
provision of home valuation in the compromise act 
was both impracticable and unconstitutional. Is this 
his sense of one of the main features of the thing, 
to which he attaches such a claim upon public re- 
verence and faith? It is now said to violate the con- 
stitution in one of the chief benefits which was to 
have compensated one of the parties to it for their 
concessions! And the gentleman voted for the bill, 
with a knowledge of the nullity of this very provi- 
sion! Does he now mean to avail himself of his 
unconstitutional vote, to the defeat of the very con- 
sideration that was held out to one of the parties to 
the compromise? What will he now do? Carry out 
this constitutional nullity? or discard it, and execute 
c:ly so much of this sacred, this indissoluble con- 
tract, as he likes? Pray, let him continue his lecture 
a little further. What would have been general 
Harrison’s interpretation of his duty towards the 
act, under the present exigency, he does not know and 
cannot know: but he can tell us his own; which is 
much more to the purpose, and which he probably 
understands quite as well. We, who supported Gen. 
Harrison, may surely be as able as his enemies to 
know what his opinions were. Why should the sena- 
tor come, then, to teach us either what they were or 
how to revere them? 


Mr. Catnoun thought this was a most unprovoked 
attack upon him;and was sorry that the senator from 
Kentucky should, in this respect, so offend, disre- 
garding the proprieties of that body. He then en- 
tered into a brief history of the scene. and circum- 
stances under which the adjustment of the compro- 
mise act was entered upon, in a private conference 
between himself and Mr. Clay. Of the facts, he 
appealed to Mr. Maneum, as the only witness. These 
are, however, historic details, which the public has 
before received, still more minutely. Mr. C. went 
‘on, after stating the facts as to the introduction of 
the compromise act, to defend himself as to his 
agreement to the provision in regard to home valua- 
tion. He had suggested the difficulties attending it, 
and the unconstitutional inequality of duties, if these 
were to be rated according to the price which com- 
modities would bring in northern and in southern 
rts.. Gentlemen, however, had interposed and in- 
sisted that such a system could be devised as would 
reconcile the thing with the constitution. 

When the bill came up on its passage, he rose (he 
said) and stated that he had no authority to pledge 
his state by any thing more solemn or binding than 
the circumstances under which the adjustment was 
adopted. Mr. Cray, on his part, avowed that no 
man would violate the arrangement. But now, gen- 
tlemen, pleading an unreal necessity, break the faith 





pledged, and set aside the compact. 
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But it had been cha 


d that, after having united 
himself with the whi 


, he had deserted them. Yet 
what was the fact? hen Mr. Cray first bestowed 
upon the party, in the senate, the designation of 
whigs, he himself declared, from his place, that the 
name was a good one, but that he did not adopt it, 
preferring toretain that which moreexactly express- 
ed the principles which had always guided him: he 
was, and should continue to be, a state rights repub- 
lican and a nullifier. 

The senator had accused him of change. How 
had he changed? For what measure had he ever 
contended which he did not still advocate? Here the 
senator expatiated a little on the prophetic vision 
which he had ever enjoyed, and which had always 
guided him alike through the most intricate shiftings 
of questions across which nobody else had seen his 
way. Let the senator, he continued, name one sub- 
ject, in all the wide range of public measures during 
the last fourteen years, where I have been in the 
smallest particular different from myself. * * * 

As to the compromise, he had acted with the whigs 
in sustaining it against the democratic party; and he 
now acted with the democratic party in maintaining 
the same compromise against the proposed invasion 
of it by the whigs. 

The senator then ty oom to the explanation of his 
celebrated Edgefield letter. In that he had but sig- 
nified that, parties having deviated, he should pur- 
sue his own steady way. The administration had 
adopted his principles. He was bound, therefore, to 
sustain them. They took ground against the bank- 
ing, the credit system. In that, he saw and said, 
was involved the whole question of tariff or no ta- 
riff, of expenditure or extravagance, of a limited or 
unlimited exercise of the powers of government. It 
became, therefore, his duty to support them. And 


here he again asserted his own consistency, defying | 


all effort to shake it. 

During a part of the preceding remarks, Mr. 
Preston came in, and, taking his seat, began to con- 
verse with Mr. CrirrenDen. 

Mr. Ca.tnoun (who was then speaking of his Edge- 


field letter) remarked it, and asked whether his col- | 


league would confirm or contradict the statement he 
had just made? 

Mr. Preston desired to know what question had 
been addressed to him? He had not heard it. 

Mr. Catunoun, (waiving his hand.) Let it pass, 
sir. Letit pass. 

Mr. Preston. The senator addressed a question 
to me, and I desire to know what it was? 

Mr. Catnovn, (as before.) Let it pass, sir. 


was the subject of his conversation, he had wished, 
whether his colleague’s communication was adverse 
to him or not, to give him the opportunity of repeat- 
ing itin the presence of the senate. He had, how- 
ever, in an instant felt that he was wrong; and had 
hastened, when addressed by his colleague, to say so. 
This, he thought, should have satisfied him. If it 
did not, he might make the most of it. 

Mr. Preston. I shall make of it, sir, what be- 
comes me and becomes the senator. His allusion to 
my casual conversation, of which he knew nothing, 
was most unparliamentary. Improper every way, it 
was infinitely more improper in view of the relations 
in which we have long stood. Those relations should 
have made the senutor scrupulous of adverting to me 
without any occasion, and doubly scrupulous of every 
such unwarrantable allusion as that he has just made 
amounting to an accusation of furnishing arms in se- 
cret against him. Of him, whatever my opinion, I 
forbear to speak, out of respect to the senate, and to 
those very relations which he has thus disregarded. 
It had not been my intention to mix in this matter. 
I was returning to my seat, after having been absent 
from the chamber, and barely catching the fact of an 
appeal to me by the senator, was anxious to know 
for what. My first impression was, that it was some 
(of course proper) call upon me to bear testimony to 
some fact. I spoke, therefore, with an entire will- 
ingness to do so, when the senator should have let 
me know what he wished. 

Ishould not, but for the peculiar footing on which 
my colleague and I stand, have thought it necessary 
to take any notice of what has occurred. And as to 
the lofty tone of which he complains, he has given 
occasion for it, and will have to submit to it. 

Mr. Catnoun. As for any thing unparliamentary 
in his conduct, that was for the senate to decide, not 
his colleague. Towards him he desired to continue 
the course which he had heretofore pursued; and he 
thought that, in the proceeding just witnessed, the 
~— would find sufficient cause to justify his con- 

uct. 





Mr. Arcuer here interposed. It must, he thought, 
‘be apparent to both senators that the affair had. 
sprung out of a hasty misconception, and that there | 
was no occasion to suffer any ill feeling to grow out. 
of it. He hoped it would cease at its present point. | 
Mr. CrirrenvEN rose to continue the interrupted | 
|debate. He recurred to what the South Carolina se- | 
nator had repeated of the history of the compromise 
act. Some facts he thought the senator had forgot- | 


ten. His late colleague (Mr. Cray) had, upon a for- | 





Mr. Crirrenpen remarked that any thing which 
he had said of a personal nature was involuntary, [t 
was impossible to conduct these discussions of party 
politics—which certainly the senator provoked often- 
er than he did—without referring to the personal 
conduct and opinions of the chief actors:in them.— 
The senator had been for so long a time mixed with 
all the great public events of the country, that they 
could not be canvassed without touching him. His 
opposition to the gentleman was political only, and 
et with the slightest feeling of personal j]j 
will. 

The senator had challenged him to say when or in 
what he had ever been known to change his public 
opinions or conduct. This was inviting him to a 
very wide and long survey, for which he hardly felt 
there would be time. He should have to begin by 
going back about twenty years. 

Mr. Ca.uoun intimated that it was not necessary 
that the senator should go back so far, unless he 
chose. 

Mr. Crittenpen. As to what was so often vaunt- 
ed about and so rarely seen, an undeviating consis- 
tency, he cared little for it, honored and sought it 
little, knowing that it was not given to finite intelli- 
gence. The only consistency that he ever attempted 
to practise or to exact was that of acting, apart from 
all temporary motives, up to the sincere convictions 
of the actual moment. 

As to going into the history of the senator’s opi- 
nions to a distance of twelve, or fourteen, or twenty 
years, (as he seemed to expect), he had never studi- 
ed his life by epochs, and could not pretend to treat 
itin that way. He had made nocharge against the 
senator of voting for public extravagance. But the 
senator, after opposing for years, as extravagant, the 
party that lately went out of power, and denouncing 
them with violence for every shape of political enor- 
mity, joined them while that extravagance was at its 
height. This was what he had to say on the matter 
of expenditures. 

As to his changes of opinion, the senator was cer- 
tainly at one time in favor of a great system of inter- 
nal improvement by the national government. He 
certaifily proposed to marry that system with bank- 
ing, by employing upon it the bonus taken from the 
United States bank. He certainly advocated at one 
time the principle of raising up domestic manufac- 
tures by protecting them. He had certainly a main 
agency in bringing about the chartering of a nation- 
al bank. And he certainly changed from the oppo- 
sition to the support of all the acts of an administra- 
tion which was, at the time, abandoning no old mea- 
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a Mr. Preston. Yes, sir, the senator did wrong, | torn from a history of which it formed one of the | between these two acts. As to a 0 er te 
a and very grossly wrong, not merely in every parlia- | most brilliant pages. The measure was, beyond | mitted that of the Van Buren administration while bt 
a mentary, but in every personal sense. It was a gross | doubt, his; and his should be the credit of it. he was opposed to it. All administrations were ne 
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senators had really said in private, or elsewhere 
than upon that floor. Thus, then, to advert tothe 
merely suspected, conjectured tenor of a member’s 
personal communications with another member, is in 
the last degree improper. Am I accountable to the 
senator for whatever accidental unheard conversa- 
tion I may indulge in in his presence? When it is 
my part to speak, { stand not in need of speaking at 
my colleague’s instance; and I give him to under- 
stand that when a question requires from me any 
remarks, I will make them, employing whatever lan- 
guage I choose. I will permit neither that senator 
nor any other to callon me to repeat what I have 
said in private or outof the senate. Iam ready to 
answer out of the senate any thing [ have said out 
of the senate; and I am ready to answer in the se- 
nate any thing I have said in the senate. The course 
of the senator was unparliamentary, and the suspi- 
cion which he had so improperly displayed was as 
unfounded as it was unfit. Instead of being really 
engaged in making to the senator from Kentucky any 
suggestion to be (as he has intimated) used against 
him, I had really paid no attention to my colleague’s 
remarks. 

Mr. CaLnoon remarked that the senate must judge 
whether there was any occasion or any fitness in the 
lofty tone which his colleague had taken. He had 
observed the inaudible discourse in which his col- 
league was addressing the senator from Kentucky, 


_was, that the question admitted no compromise ex- I 


Mr. Canown re-stated the facts of his interview "¢@rly alike extravagant, and the party in power 

with Mr. Cray, after his return from Philadelphia, | port more extravagant than the Van Buren ad- 
: : | ministration. 

Me Gat tag anaatic ce ele a This would be but an indifferent reason for having 

joined an extravagant administration, but that Mr. 

| C.’s prophetic powers enabled him to foresee the fu- 

ture delinquencies of whig ascendancy, and that the 


Van Burenites would grow economical—as soon as 
they ceased to be in power. 
The debate closed here, by a motion from Mr. 
Linn to proceed with the orders before the senate. 
—e 
TWENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS, 


SECOND SESSION. 


SENATE. 
Aveust 3. The president of the senate laid before 


cept that of time. Seven years was the period which 
he then mentioned as that during which the reduc- 
tion of the duties might be extended. Nor was the 
idea a new one to him; he had canvassed it the year 
before with a congressional friend, now no longer in 
the public councils. But, indeed, he had never pro- 
posed, he had never wished, to overturn all manu- 
facturing interests by any sudden change. The large 
investments of property made in those establish- 
ments, at the invitation of legislation itself, claimed 
the national care, even in measures not adopted for 
their advantage. The senator would perceive, then, 
that he and Mr. Cray had adopted, separately, the | 
same idea at the same time. that body a communication from the treasury depart- 

Mr. CritrenpEeN had spoken with no purpose of} ment, made in compliance with a resolution of the 
fixing upon the senator a contradiction. He was | 30th July last, calling for the amounts paid for private 
only anxious not to suffer his distinguished predeces- | claims yearly from the year 1835 to the close of the 
sor to be deprived ofa title the most justly won and | year 1841, inclusive. The report runs thus: 




















and, conjecturing that something in regard to himself 





the most honorable—that of the great pacificator. Years. “Amount paid. 
Mr. Catnoun replied, with some warmth, that, in 1836 - = = = $155,885 99 
doing (as he was willing to do) every justice to the ee eos, eve ae 101,235 40 
claims of Mr. Ciay, he would vindicate equally eve- 1838 fae va $9.1 263,105 91 
ry thing that was due to himself and to the part he ee 173,459 08 
had borne in the transactions in question. He desir- 1840 aNd eRe 74,722 71 
ed no credit borrowed or taken from the reputation 841 -) + ©.) = 218,156 09 
of others. He was averse to all personal warfare, 
and rarely gave any occasion for it. 
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Mr. Kerr moved to postpone the orders of the day 
to take up the bill, entitled ‘‘an act in addition to an 
act to promote the progress of the useful arts.” 


The motion having prevailed, Mr. Kerr addressed 
the senate on the importance of the bill, explaining, 
as he went, all its leading features, the great object 
being to secure to inventors all the benefits arising 
from their ingennity, and to prevent them from be- 
ing pirated on. 

The bill led to a debate, in which Messrs. Preston, 
Kerr, Clayton, Wright, Merrick, participated, and it 
was postponed until to-moorow. 

[This bill proposes to extend the provisions of the 
3d section of | the act of March 1837, which outlaws 
the renewal of patents lost prior to 15th December, 
1836, as to allow a renewal of them prior to that 


date. 

It provides also that those who have produced new 
and original designs for manufactures for printing 
woollen, silk, cotton of any new or useful pattern, 
may make application to the commissioner of the 

atent office, who is authorised to grant a patent, 
the duration of which is to be seven years. 


The patentee is defended in his rights by a penalty 
of $100 for all violations, one-half to go to the pa- 
tent fund, the other to the person sueing. ] 


The revenue bill was then taken up, on motion of 
Mr. Evans, the question pending being that offered 
on last evening by Mr. Benton, to reduce the duty on 
coarse wool from seven to five cents per pound. 

After some remarks from Mr. Benton, the question 
was taken by yeas and nays and decided in the nega- 
tive: yeas 15, nays 26. 

Amendment after amendment was offered by Mr. 
Tappan, Mr. Wright, Mr. Woodbury, and Mr. Benton, 
all of which were voted down, the yeas and nays 
having been taken some nine or ten times. 


Mr. Rives moved to strike out the duty on French 
wines from twelve to six cents per gallon; but the 
question was decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Calhoun, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith, of 
Conn. Sturgeon, Tappan, Wilcox, Wright—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crit- 
tenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Simmons, Smith, of Ind. Sprague, Tallmadge, White, 
Woodbridge—26. 


Mr. McRoberts moved to amend the bill so as to 
admit tea and coffee free of duty. 


Mr. Benton desired to have the question decided. 
And the question was first taken on tea, and decided 
in the negative, yeas 20, nays 27; and then again on 
coffee, with the like result. 


Mr. Benton rose, and said he had amendments to 
offer in relation to salt, on each of which he desired 
to say something; and if the senate did not desire to 
endure a night session he would move that the senate 
adjourn. Which motion prevailed, and the senate 
adjourned. 


Aveusr 4. , Mr. Kerr of Md. called for the consi- 
deration of the bill providing for the renewal id 
tents lost in 1836 at the fire by which the post oflice 
building was destroyed and in favor of patentees for 
new inventions for the printing of woollen, silk, cot- 
ton or other fabricks. The bill is a revision of the 
present patent laws, and is a great improvement upon 
them. Ordered to be engrossed. 


The time of the senate was occupied in private 
business until one o’clock, when the revenue bill was 
taken up. 


Mr. Allen proposed to insert salt among the free 
articles, and defended his motion. He said that gems 
and precious stones were to be admitted free from 
duty, and that salt was to pay a tax. 


Mr. Evans showed him that such was not the fact, 
and referred to the bill to show that every thing in 
the way of jewelry was taxed, and every thing in the 


pie of precious stones and gems in the bill, also paid 
uty. 





Mr. Allen spoke twice in defence of his amend- 
ment, and was followed by Mr. Benton in a speech 
against the duty on salt, which he pronounced odious 
and abominable, and one which he should certainly 
live to see abolished. 


Messrs. Woodbury and Walker also took part in the 
debate, and favored the motion pending by moving 
that the duty of 8 cents be stricken out and 2 cents 
inserted. The yeas and nays were again called and 
the motion lost, by a vote of 26 to 17. 


Mr. Walker moved to strike out the limitation of 


56 lbs. per bushel on salt imported, and paying a 
fixed duty. The amendment after debate was re- 


the free articles. 
rejected. 


also rejected. 


Mr. Benton next moved to insert rock salt among | dollars appropriated for improvements of navigation 
This was debated and the motion} on the western waters, thirty thousand dollars for 
harbor improvements already commenced, and 
Other motions submitted of a like character were | other alterations of less importance. 
Mr. King asked what was done about the civil su- 
Mr. Benton then proposed a tax upon bank notes, | perintendents in the ordnance department. 

which was rejected. Mr. Evans replied that the subject was in the bill 
Mr. Walker proposed a tax upon all the gold and! for reorganizing the army, not in the appropriation 





silver made in the country at the rate of 20 per cent. | bill. 























which was rejected by a vote of 30 to 7. 


The bill was then reported tothe senate and order- 
ed toa third reading. 

Mr. Evans hoped the bill would now be read a 
third time. 


Mr. Calhoun expressed a desire to be heard upon 
its passage, and on his motion the senate adjourned. 


Avevust 5. Mr. Preston, from the committee on 
military affairs reported the bill for the reorganiza- 
tion of the army as it came with amendments from 
the house, with a recommendation that the senate 
disagree to all the amendments of the house and ask 
for a committee of conference. Mr. P. thought it, 
desirable that this bill should be before the committee 
of conference at the same time with the bill making 
appropriations for the army. The present bill might 
be considered as compromising these differences, and 
hence they should go together. The report was con- 
curred in. 


The revenue bill was then put on its passage when 
Mr. Calhoan rose and addressed the senate at length 
against the entire bill. 


Mr. Walker moved to recommit the bill to the 
committee of finance, with instructions to strike out 
the tax on tea and coffee, and to report a tax on all 
articles of gold and silver ware, above the value of 


having been taken by yeas and nays, it was decided 
in the negative, as follows: 


one hundred dollars, to an amount that would re-!| 
place the amount derived from tea and coffee. Mr. | 
W. briefly supported his motion; and the question | 





YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cuth- 
bert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Sturgeon, 
Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Young—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, | 
Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, 
Dayton, Evans, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Mer-| 


Mr. Young asked what changes were made in re- 
lation to reductions in the army? 

Mr. Evans said, none in the appropriation bill, fron 
which every thing but appropriations had been ex- 
eluded. The alterations and reductions in the army 
would be pointed out in the bill to reorganize the 
army. 

The report in relation to the bill for the reorgani- 
zation of the army was then read. 

Mr. King said he understood the civil superintend- 
ents in the ordnance department were to be restored. 

Mr. Evans said, no; the military superintendents 
were restrained. He explained the modifications of 
amendments recommended by the committees of 
conference. These were numerous; but the most 
important was that in reference to the second regi- 
ment of dragoons, which is to be continued till the 
4th of March next, and then converted into a rifle 
corps; as it was understood the aspect of affairs on 
the western frontier rendered it prudent that the 
mounted regiment should be kept up six or eight 
months longer; and it was considered its conversion 
into a rifle corps would be a great protection to the 
western border. Another change would be to re- 
duce the number of men in each company to forty. 
As far as expense was concerned, large and import- 
ant reductions will be effected. 

Mr. Evans said it was very desirable that both 
these bills should go to the house together, as the 
one was necessary to a full understanding of the 
other. 

Mr. Bates replied that he should not insist on a 
motion to postpone; there might be other senators 


| who understood the matter; but it struck him as a 


| hasty disposition of a bill when so many changes 


wou!d be the result. 













































The report was concurred ina. 
The bill for repairing the Pennsylvania avenue, 







; Sgt ; ; eed ., | was taken up, and after having been explained and 
rick, Miller, Phelps, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith, _advocated by Mr. Bayard, was read a third time and 






of Ind. Sprague, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge— 
26. 


Mr. Benton addressed the senate. 
Mr. Evans replied, and the debate was further kept 


bill and decided in the atfirmative as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 


Evans, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mil- 


McRoberts, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith, of Con- 
necticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Wil- 
liams, Woodbury, Wright, Young—23. 

And the senate adjourned at 5 P. M. 


Aveust 6. Mr. Linn at an early hour suggested 
that the bills to which there were no objections 
should be considered. 

Private bills were then taken up, considered, and 
passed. 


The bill to reorganize the navy of the U. States 
was taken up; and, after having been amended, was 
ordered to be engrossed. ‘This bill substitutes bu- 


ler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith, of} ;;, “ot Ly 2 , 
Ind. Sprague, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—25. | tive houses sine die on Monday the 22d August next 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, | 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, King, Linn, | 


| passed. 


On motion of Mr. .4rcher, the bills reported from 


| the committee on naval affairs were made the special 
|orders for Monday next. 
up by Messrs. Woodbury, Evans, Simmons, and others, | 


when the question was taken on the passage of the | adjourned. 


After the transaction of other business, the senate 


Aveust 8. A message was received from the house 


| of representati ‘ cas 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, | presentatives announcing the passage of a joint 


resolution to the effect that the speaker of the house 


' 


and the presid nt of the senate adjourn their respec- 


at two o’clock P. M. 

On motion of Mr. Preston, the consideration of the 
resolution was postponed until Monday next, and 
| made the special order for that day. 
| The bill making appropriations to supply the de- 

— in the navy pension fund was then taken up; 

when— i 
| Mr. White moved to insert a proviso, that if any of- 
_ficer of the navy or marine corps, or any seaman or 
_marine, shall have died after the 3d of March, 1837, 
_ and his widow or children shall have been placed on 
| the pension rol] prior to the 16th of August, 1841, 
and were entitled to receive pensions, they shall con- 
| tinue to receive the same as well after as before the 
present session of congress. 





























reaus for the navy commissioners’ office. Officers} Mr. Williams moved to amend the amendment by 
of the grade of captains and commanders to be plac- striking out the words “as well after as before the 
ed at the head of the bureaus. present session of congress,” and insert in lieu there- 
Mr. Archer said that the whole additional cost hee they have the benefit of the pension fund for five 
would be somewhere about $19,000, while, from the | ie : : 7 , 
showing of the secretary Lf a navy, the saving| This motion was debated by Messrs. Choate, Sinith, 


“ “ _ of Connecticut, Simmons and others. 
would amount annually to from 700,000 to $800,000. | yr. Phelps moved to suspend the further conside- 


Mr. Evans presented two reports from the com-| ration of the bill until to-morrow; which motion pre- 
mittees of conference—one in relation to the disa-' yailed. 

greeing votes of both houses on the amendments to On motion of Mr. Archer, the senate proceeded to 
the army appropriation bill, and the other in relation! the special order, being the bill reported from the 
to those on the bill for the reorganization of the | committee on naval affairs. 


army. The bill respecting furloughs in th ] 
The committees of conference had agreed upon} was then esheon up. : r ghegiat: 


recommending the reports, by which it would be| Mr. Bayard explained at large the object of the 
seen that every thing is to be stricken out of the ap- | bill, which was to enable the secretary of the navy 
propriation bill touching reorganization, strictly con-| to place officers on furlough without their consent. 
fining it to appropriations for the service. Some al-| After some few remarks from Messrs. Calhoun 
terations, however, were to be made; such as chang- | Bayard, Archer, Choate, Woodbury and Williams the 
ing the senate amendment, to place sixty thousand! question was taken on the amendment, and decided 
dollars of the appropriation for the armories at the | in the affirmative. ° 

disposal of the secretary of war, for the purchase of} The bill was then further amended soas to reduce 
arms not manufactured in the armories, to ten thou-| the pay of officers on furlough to one-half; and the 








jected by @ vote of 24 to 17. 


sand dollars; aud adding to the one hundred thousand | bill ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
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The senate then proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill providing for the establishment of schools of 
instruction in the naval service of the U. States. 

This bill led to a long debate, in which Messrs. 
Archer, Witliams, Simmons, Smith, of Conn. King, 
Calhoun, Buchanan, Sevier, and others took part; 
when Mr. Simmons moved to limit the number of 
schools to three instead of five, as proposed by the 
original bill. 

nd pending the discussion on this amendment; on 
motion of Mr. .4rcher, the senate adjourned. 

Aveust 9. A message was received from the 
president, giving a disclaimer of any executive ap- 
proval of reflections, cast upon the eharacter of the 
umpire appointed by his Prussian majesty pursuant 
to the convention between the United States and 
Mexico of the 11th April, 1839, contained in some 
of the communications from certain claimants laid 
before the senate by the executive on June 13th. 

The senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill to supply the deficiency in the navy pension 
fund, and after modification and amendments said 
bill was passed. 

The bill for the establishment of schools of in- 
struction in the naval service of the United States 
was taken up, modified, and amended and passed by 
the following vote.* 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Buchan- 
an, Calhoun, Choate,Clayton, Crafts, Cuthbert, Day- 
ton, Evans, King, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Rives, 
Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, Sturgeon, Walker, Wil- 
liams, Woodbury, Young—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Smith, of 
Connecticut, Woodbridge—5. 

The bill to regulate the navy ration, and the bill 
to regulate the pay of naval engineers and the num- 
ber of professors of mathematics was taken up, 
briefly discussed and passed. The senate adjourned. 

Aveustr 10. Mr. Calhoun presented three memo- 
rials from citizens of Gadsden county, in Florida, 
asking that the territory may be admitted into the 
union as a state; which were referred to the commit- 
tee on the territories. 

The senate took up the general orders, the first on 
the calandar being “the bill to extend the right of 

re-emption to certain settlers in the territory of 
owa.”’ 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, moved to lay this bill on the 
table, with a view to take up the bill from the house 
for the same purpose, which wasa literal copy of the 
senate bill. 

The motion prevailed, and the bill from the house 
was taken up, when adebate ensued, in which Messrs. 
Smith, of Indiana, Huntington, Conrad, Linn, Walker, | 
Benton, McRoberts, and others participated, when the | 
question was taken on the passage of the bill, and de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

The bill to extend the time within which the du- 
ties on certain rail road iron imported by the state of 
Michigan, being laid down Dyanna use, may 
be remitted, was put on its third reading; when— 

A short debate ensued, in which Messrs. Buchanan, 
Porter, Woodbridge, and others participated. The bill 
was passed. 

The bill from the house to regulate the mode of 
taking testimony in contested elections, was read a 
first and second time by its title and referred to the 
committee on the judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. .ficher, the senate proceeded to 
the consideration of the bill to reguiate the pay and 
emoluments of pursers and warrant officers of the 
navy. 

Mr. King opposed the bill on the ground that the 
salaries were exorbitant in comparison with the du- 
ties, &c. 

Mr. Wiiliams sustained the bill, declaring the du- 
ties of a purser to be arduous, complex and diversi- 
fied, and such as to puzzle the most experienced of- 
ficers, and hence that the pay should be adequate to 
the vast responsibilities of the station. 

And after some further remarks from Messrs. 
Choate, Archer, Calhown, and others, the bill was or- 
dered to a third reading. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill to augment the marine corps. 

This bill was debated at some length and then post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

The bill to authorise the secretary of the navy to 
contract for the building of certain steam vessels was 
taken up. 

Mr. Buchanan said we had bill upon bill to increase 
the pay and to augment the marine corps, and now 





*This bill auiborises a transfer to the secretary of the 
navy of one fortification or miluary post, for the purpose 
of a naval school for such things as pertain to naval! 
service; and invests the secretary of the navy with full 
powers in respect of course of study, regulations, teach- 


ers, &c. The officers of the navy engaged in the school 


one for increasing the number of steamships, and at 
a time when there was no money in the treasury, nor 
could it be borrowed. 

Mr. Cuthbert spoke of the improvements in ma- 
chinery, which rendered it advisable to lay the bill 
on the table, at least for the present. 

Mr. Woodbridge suggested whether, at proper time, 
it would not be advisable to build steam vessels for 
the protection of our commerce on the lakes? And, 
in his opinion, steamers of the size contemplated by 
the bill were indispensable in that quarter. 

‘Mr. Archer made a brief reply; stating that he co- 
incided with the gentleman who so ably represented 
Michigan, that the class of vessels referred to in the 
bill would be necessary to the protection of the great 
and growing commerce of the lakes, as well as to 
the protection of that region, and that, necessary as 
they were there, they were still more indispensable 
to the commerce of the gulf; but in consideration of 
the present state of the treasury, he would move to 
lay the bill on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Preston, the senate then pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Wenpnespay, Aveust 3. After the transaction of | 


minor business, the house resolved itself into com- 
mittee of the whole, and resumed the consideration 
of the senate bill, “‘respecting the organization of the 
army and for other purposes.” 

The pending question being on the following a- 
mendment of Mr. Mason, of Ohio, to the substitute 
amendment (for the whole bill) of Mr. Cave Johnson: 

‘That the regiment of dragoons authorized to be 


_—— ——— 


there it would end. For his part he was so little of 
a military man he did not know the essential differ. 
ence between the two. He supposed that the dra- 
goons carried a musket and the othera rifle. [A 
voice: ‘No, the dragoons carry carbines.”] Weil, 
then, it would be a rifle instead of a carbine. The 
president,.by the act of 1838, had a discretionary 
power to convert this 2d dragoons either into mount. 
ed men or infantry. Mr. A. would venture to pre. 
dict that they would be mounted; and when once 
that was done no change could be made without a 
new law. Sothat the whole practical result of abol- 
ishing the dragoons—an event which had created 
such intense interest in the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. Black,) as soon as he discovered that the corps 
was commanded by a Georgian—would be to substi- 
tute a mounted corps carrying rifles, for a mounted: 
corps carrying carbines. 

But suppose it should be otherwise, and the presi. 
dent should take this new rifle corps in part from the 
dragoons and in part from the 8th infantry, with a 
portion of the officers from each, throwing them to- 
gether into one hodge-podge, it would be a very un- 
welcome office for the executive to perform, (and 
Mr. A. thought he had quite enough of that sort of 
business to do already—certainly to please others, 
, even if he pleased himself.) Mr. A. should be sor- 





ry to see the question raised between two such men 
as col. Twiggs and col. Worth, which of them was 
the more meritorious officer. To such a compound 
corps, half dragoons and half mounted infantry, Mr. 
A. should greatly prefer leaving the 8th infantry as 
it was: then we should have, in addition to the army, 
as established by the act of 1821, one regiment of 
/dragoons and one of infantry, and one additional 
/company to each artillery regiment. This would add 





raised and organized by the act approved May 23, | to the 6,000 then authorised by law about 2,000 
1836, be disbanded on the Ist day of October next;| more; making the total of our army 8,000 effective 


and” — 
Mr. Edwards, of Missouri, addressed the commit- 
tee atsome length against the proposed amendment. 
Mr. Cave Johnson then withdrew his amendment, 
and Mr. Mason’s amendment falling also with it, Mr. 
Mason thereupon renewed his amendment, and the 


question being taken, it was adopted by yeas 68, _ had been created on the condition that the president 


| might disband it; that was an essential part of the 
Mr. Cave Johnson then renewed his substitute) original act, and it formed one of the grounds on 


noes 55. 


amendment for the bill, modified in some particulars, 
and briefly defended it. 

Mr. Granger spoke in opposition to reduction. 

Mr. Reynolds spoke in favor of disbanding the se- 
cond regiment of dragoons. 

Mr. Pendleton spoke in opposition thereto, and in 


'conclusion, moved an amendment to the amendment, 


to insert, in the sixteenth section of the law of 1838, 
(which section the amendment of Mr. Johnson pro- 
poses to exempt from repeal,) after the provision 
that all enlistments shall be for five years, the words 
‘‘unless sooner discharged.” 

The question was taken, and the amendment to the 
amendment was agreed to. 

And the question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Johnson as amended. 

Mr. Charles Brown spoke against abolishing the 
office of commissary general. 


Mr. Adams was glad that the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania had brought forward that subject; the fea- 
ture to which he objected was one of the features in 
the bill which, with others, induced Mr. A. not to 
feel favorable to its adoption. The proposed reor- 


imen. He was not disposed to use the retrenching 
| knife any further than this. 


As to what the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
| Black) so vehemently complained of, having the 2d 


| dragoons disbanded rather than the Ist, it was no 
' matter of free choice with Mr. A. The 2d regiment 


| which that act was carried through the house; ob- 
jections were removed by the pledge that the corps 
was not to be a permanent addition tothe army. The 
| first regiment had been created on ho such condition. 
Mr. A. here adverted to the circumstances under 
| which that regiment had been established; 1t was on 
_ the ground that an army was incomplete and inefficient 
| without cavalry; in this way the objection to the ex- 
pense of a mounted corps was met and overcome. 
There was an additional reason why the 2d regi- 
ment should be abolished, if any; and it was on the 
| ground of personal equity to the men composing the 
| two. Those of the first regiment were older in the 
' service, and entitled, therefore, to be retained, ac- 
cording to the principle universally prevailing where 
military reductions were made. That principle had 
governed the action of congress in 1821. They had 
|then two major generals; it was resolved there 
‘should be but one, and General Brown was retaived, 
_and General Jackson was dismissed, simply because 
| General Brown was the senior officer. 
| Mr. A. was actuated by no feeling towards the 
/ commanders of either of the two corps, or the other 


} 








are to receive the same pay, &c.as when on duty at sea, 


and the pupils the same as at the naval asylum. The | 


school to.be in the neighborhood of Fort Monroe. 


ganization of the army did not meet Mr. A’s wishes: | officers. They were both gallant, faithful, and hon- 
he believed the system as established by the act of, orable men; and the officers of both regiments were 
1821 had worked well, and he saw no reason for, admirable officers in all respects. He was governed 
changing this particular part of it. The change then | solely by the reasons he had stated; nor could he 
made in regard to providing the clothing of the | bring himself to believe that any injustice would be 
troops Mr. A. had always considered a great im- | done to the second regiment by retaining the first in 
provement. service. 3 

Mr. A. had risen, however, for the purposeof say-| In reference to what had been said by the gentle- 
ing a few words on a different subject, he meant the| man from Ohio (Mr. Pendleton,) on the subject of 
reduction of the army. He wished to propose two | double rations, Mr. A. stated an amendment he 
or three amendments to that which had been brought! meant to bring forward, when that part of the Dill 
forward by the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr.| came under consideration, the nature of which the 
Cave Johnson.) One of them was to reduce the num-| reporter could not distinctly hear; but it is of the less 
ber of rank and file in each company, from fifty, as; consequence, as Mr. Stanly stated that the military 
it stood in the bill, to 42, as it had been fixed in 1821, | committee had precisely the same amendment pre- 
and as it had been calculated for in the army appro- | pared, and would offer it at the proper time. Mr. A. 
priation bill. Such a reduction had virtually been) was satisfied, and hoped it would be agreed to by the 
voted by the house in. adopting that appropriation, ; committee. : 
and he wished the present bill accommodated to the} Mr. C. Johnson replied to Mr. Adams. 
other. Mr. Cushing said he felt very little interest in the 

As a second amendment, he desired the gentleman’! proposed amendments to the bill. He supposed that 
from Tennessee to withdraw that portion of his a-| the present congress had its destined work to per- 


| mendment which authorised the president to form a| form, which was to reduce the government to a state 


regiment of mounted riflemen to take the place of| of general prostration, so that there might devolve 
the 2d dragoons, which the house had decided should | on a new administration the task of resuscitating and 
be disbanded. Should that amendment prevail Mr. | restoring it. Mr. C. should offer no further opposi- 
A. was apprehensive that the sole effect would be | tion to any bill for retrenchment and reform; but he 
a mere change of name, while the corps remained | could not sit silent and suffer it to be inferred that 
substantially the same. Instead of being called dra-| he acquiesced in principles he deemed most erro- 
goons they would be called mounted riflemen, and | neous. 
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It was to him immaterial whether this was called 
a bill for the reorganization or the disorganization of 
the army; it was a bill, at all events, for the reduc- 
tion of the army; and he stood for the institutions of 
the country as they had received them. He had been 
told that “standing armies’ were naturally causes of 
apprehension in free republics; and the argument 
thence deduced was, that our army, in this country, 
ought to be reduced. Mr. C. then went on denying 
there was any political cause to dread the army, and 
reprobated the opinion, that the poverty of the trea- 
sury was a just cause for its reduction. 

Mr. Toland spoke in opposition to devolving the 
duties of the commissasy general on the quarter- 
master’s department. 

Mr. Stanly spoke in reply to Mr. C. Johnson. 

The hour of three o’clock arriving the committee 
rose and the house proceeded to vote on the various 
amendments offered, and after progress thereat, ad- 
journed. 

Tuurspay, Auc. 4. Mr. Cushing submitted a 
bill requiring the secretary of state to submit an- 
nually a statement of all the changes in foreign ta- 
riffs that may come to the knowledge of that depart- 
ment. Referred to the committee on foreign rela- 
tions. 

The house then took up the resolutions offered by 
Mr. Cooper on the 29th ult. in relation to the refu- 
sal of the secretary of war to communicate certain 
papers called for by a resolution of this house. 

Mr. Cushing made remarks warmly in opposition 
to the resolutions and in defence of the executive 
branch of the government. Mr. C. spoke until he 
had finished his hour including the time consumed 
when the subject was last under consideration. 





After an inquiry from Mr. Roosevelt as to the effect 


of the amendment— 


Mr. Adams, during the residue of the morning 


ing to avoid coming in direct conflict,so far as was 
ssible, with the head of the executive power. 
‘hese collisions, he remarked, seemed to multiply, 


the house could preventthem. He responded to the 


house. It was in this form as reported in the Intelli- - 
gencer, and, so far as his recollection went, it was 
reported correctly: It stated the principal point on 


hour, submitted a few remarks, in which he was un-| which he should dwell, as he had heard it from the 
derstood to express his disposition to vote for the, 
amendment of Mr. Everett—his (Mr. A’s) desire be- 


lips of his colleague. Mr. A. then read the fol- 
lowing: 

‘“Mr. Cushing said he felt very little interest in the 
proposed amendments to the bill. He supposed that 


the present congress had its destined work to per- 


and it appeared that no forbearance on the part of form, which was to reduce the government to a state 


of general prostration, so that there might devolve 





idea expressed by the gentleman from Vermont (Mr. 


tary of war was a refusal to send the papers, still 
there was a construction to be given to it which the 
gentleman from Vermont had seen the force of in 
offering his amendment—that was, that the answer 
was not to be considered a refusal, but merely asug- 
gestion to the house to reconsider the necessity of 
having the papers. Mr. A. contended urgently that 
the house had a right to demand papers, without as- 
signing any reason—the fact that it wanted the pa- 
pers in order to discharge its high duties to the na- 
tion being reason sufficient. 

The morning hour having expired, Mr. Halsted 
called for the orders of the day. 

And the house then acted upon and passed nume- 
rous bills of the private calendar. 

Mr. Randall, of Maryland, gave notice of a sub- 
stitute which he would move for the bill to authorise 
the sale of the stock held by the United States in 


Everett) that there was no absolute necessity for a'| 
collision at this time; because although he (Mr. A.)j tion to any bill for retrenchment and reform; but he 
agreed with the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. | could not sit silent and suffer it to be inferred that he 
Cooper) that, in substance, the answer of the secre-| acquiesced in principles he deemed most erroneous. 


ona new administration the task of resuscitating and 
restoring it. Mr.C. should offer no further opposi- 


“It was to him immaterial whether this was called 
a bill for the re-organization or the disorganization 
of the army; it wasa bill, at all events, for the re- 
duction of the army; and he stood for the institu- 
tions of the country as they had received them.” 

Mr. Adams continued. And it was immaterial to 
him (Mr. Cushing) whether a bill which had receiy- 
ed the sanction of a large majority, establishing a 
principle repeatedly discussed and debated here, and 
always with an increasing majority for the princi- 
ples of this bill—it was ‘immaterial to him whether 
it was for the reorganization or the disorganization 
of the army; and hestood in opposition to this course 
—to this destiny of the congress of the U. States—. 
for the institutions of the country, including— 

Mr. Bowne rose to a question of order. 

Mr. Adams wished to be allowed the minutes tak- 
en from him by any pointof order that was raised. 


the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal company, when that 





Mr. Everett, of Vt. addressed the house in con- 
tinuation, partly in reply to Mr. Cushing and partly 


in opposition to the resclutions reported unless amend- | 


ed. He did not regard the answer of the secretary 
as declining to furnish the information sent for. 

Mr. Cooper, of Penn. continued the debate. He 
regarded the letter of the secretary of war as posi- 
tively declining; and in an offensive manner, the call 
of the house for information. Mr. C. devoted much 
of his speech also to Mr. Cushing. He did notre- 
gard the precedents cited by the gentleman from 
Mass. as applicable to the case, and proceeded at 
considerable length to point out the difference in the 
two cases. 

_ Mr. Cooper spoke until the expiration of the morn- 
ing hour, when Mr. Stanly called for the orders of 
the day. 

The previous question on the bill to re-organize 
the army having been moved and sustained, the ques- 
tion was upon the amendments pending, and agreed 
upon in committee of the whole. The second regi- 
ment of dragoons was struck out by a vote of 100 to 
69. The privates in each company of the older re- 
gimnent were reduced from 50 to 42. 

The military superintendence of the armories at 
Springfield and Harper’s Ferry was struck out, and 
the clause providing for the civil superintendence 
prevailed by a vote of 103 to 77. 


The next amendment voted upon by yeas and | 


nays, was a proposition to strike out the fifth section 
of the bill. This was lost 90 to 88. The next 
amendment voted upon referred to the rations, and 
the amendment of the committee was lost. The yeas 
and nays were ordered upon the passage on motion 
of Mr. Proffit, of Indiana. The vote was 123 yeas 
to 62 nays. 

The army bill having been disposed of, the house 
resolved itself into committee and took into conside- 


ration the bill to regulate the taking of testimony in | 


cases of contested elections, and after much discus- 
sion, the committee rose and reported progress. 

A message was received from the president an- 
nouncing his signature to the navy appropriation bill. 
lhe house then adjourned. 


Fray, Ave. 5. The house resumed the consi- 
deration of the resolutions offered by Mr. Cooper, of 

ennsylvania, from the committee on Indian affairs, 
calling for the report of lieutenant colonel Hitch- 
cock from the executive. 

The pending question being on the following sub- 
stitute amendment of Mr. Everett: 

“Resolved, That the reasons assigned by the secre- 
tary of war, in his letter of the Ist June, for declin- 
ing to comply with the resolution of this house of 
the I8thof May last, are not satisfactory to this 
house.” 

Mr. Cooper continued his remarks in support of 
the grounds assumed in the report of the committee 
and the resolutions, (until cut off by the expiration 
of the allotted hour). 

Before closing his remarks, Mr. C. asked Mr. Eve- 
rett to suffer the two first resolutions of the commit- 
lee to stand, and to let his resolution displace the 
third resolution only. 


Mr. Everett was understood not to assent. 


hr should be taken up. The substitute was laid on 








the table and ordered to be printed. 


provide revenue from imports and to change and | 
modify existing laws imposing duties on imports, and | 
for other purposes.’’] | 

Mr. Stanly moved that the house take up the bill | 
from the senate “‘respecting the organization of the | 
army and for other purposes,” for the purpose of 
moving the appointment of a committee of confe- | 
rence on the disagreeing votes. 

The motion of Mr. Stanly was put and carried. 

Mr. Stanly then moved that the house insist on its | 
amendments thereto, and appoint a committee of. 
conference to meet the eommittee of the senate, on 
the disagreeing votes of the two houses. 

The motion was agreed to, and the house adjourn- 
ed. 


Saturpay, Avec. 6. The resolution in relation to | 
calling upon the executive for the report of lieuten-| 
ant colonel Hitchcock was taken up. 

Mr. Adams took the floor, held over from yester- 
‘day morning, and inquired of the speaker what 
amount of time he had remaining to address the 
| house on this question? 

The speaker. Thirty-three minutes. 

| Mr. Caruthers, (Mr. Adams yielding the floor for 
the purpose) gave notice of an amendment he in- 
‘tended to move to the substitute resolution moved by 
|Mr. Everett for the third resolution of the commit- 
| tee, leaving the first two as reported. 

Mr. .4dams said if the house would consent to go 
into committee of the whole on the state of the un- 
‘ion and take up the house bill No. 57 to provide for 
satisfaction of claims for French spoliations prior to 
1800 he would be very much obliged to them, and 
' would postpone until Monday the remainder of his 
remarks on this subject. He would state to the 
house, without going into particulars, that incidents 
might occur between this day and Monday morning 
at the timeof the meeting of this house, which 
would abridge, very considerably, what he had to 
say; and, if that should be the case, the house would 
be relieved even from the thirty-three minutes which 
he had at this time. Mr. A. therefore moved to go 
into committee of the whole on the state of the un- 
ion to take up the bill relating to these claims. 

The house refused. 

Mr. Adams then resumed the floor, and proceeded 
with his remarks. 

The reason why Mr. A. was desirous of postpon- 
ing the consideration of this subject till Monday 





Mr. Bowne made the point of order that the re- 


marks of Mr. .2dams were not confined to the ques- 
tion under consideration. 

[A message was received from the senate by As-| was a reply was made in committee of the whole 
bury Dickens, esq., their secretary, announcing the | and he understood the speaker to have decided but a 
passage by that body of the bill from the house “‘to| few days since, with reference to the gentleman from 


The speech to which this 


Massachusetts, (Mr. dams), in another case, that it 
was out of order in the house to reply to a speech 


| delivered in committee of the whole. 


The speaker. ‘I hat was the decision of the chair. 

Mr. Cushing hoped that no point of order would 
be made, for his colleague might bring it about by 
supposing a case, and Mr. C. preferred that the re- 
ply should be direct, with the understanding and 
hope that he might have the privilege of replying. 
There was nothing in this (Mr. C. was understoed to 
say) that he was not willing to meet. 

After some further canversation on the point of 
order — 

Mr. dams continued. Whether the observation 
that the congress of the United States must proceed 
and accomplish its destiny, which was the prostra- 
tion of the government, to be restored by a future 
administration, belonged, or was relevant to the 
question whether a regiment of dragoons should be 
reduced in the army or not, he would leave for this 
house and the country to determine. 


To that position, and not to its special application 
tothe question then immediately before the house 
it was that Mr. A. felt himself called on to make 
some reply. That position applied tothe question 
directly before them as much as it did to the ques- 
tion then before the house, and therefore whatever 
he might say to it was as perfectly relevant to this 
question as it was on the question itself on which 
his colleague had spoken, for they were engaged 
now in another of those proceedings on the part of 
this congress by which—according to the estimation 
of his colleague, which he was willing to meetas a 
member of this house—the destiny of this congress 
was to be eompleted in the prostration of the govern- 
ment of the United States, to be restored hereafter 
by a more virtuous administration. 

When Mr. A. had heard his colleague make that 
declaration, their was in the pain which it inflicted 
on him only one consolation, and that was that if 
his colleague’s views were now correct, and had 
been at that time, the glorious restoring administra- 
tion would have the benefit of his assistance un- 
doubtedly, with all the powersof his mind. That 
was some consolation to Mr. A. If we were to go 
to ruin, if the course pursued by this congress was 
to accomplish the prostration of the government of 
the United States, his colleague who had then and 
at many other times entered his formal protest against 





morning arose from the very unpleasant nature and 
character—unpleasant to him, and he thought very 
likely unpleasant to this house—of the observations 
he felt himself called on, in the discharge of his duty 
as a representative of the people in this hall, to 
make. It was no ordinary occasion which could re- 
— of him the discharge of this duty. Asthe 
oundation of it, referring to some of the observa- 
tions he had yesterday made,, he would read a part 
of the report-af a speech made by his colleague over 
the way, (Mr. Cushing), within afew days, in this 








every actof this congress which could constitute 
that conduct by which the destiny of the congress 
was to be accomplished, would have the satisfaction 
of knowing that it had always been against his di- 
rect and earnest remonstrance; and of course if the 
people of this union were to be reduced to that state 
of distress and misery which was to be inflicted on 
them by this congress, to whom could they look to 
| restore that prosperity and glory which his colleague 
| foresaw it was the destiny of this congress to pros- 
| trate, but to him and to those who worked with him? 
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But this was but one single sentence of what his 
colleague, with three or four other members of this 
house, had maintained from the time when the first 
controversy and dissension took place between the 
legislative and executive department of this govern- 
ment at the extra session. On the first dawning of 
the discord between the legislative and executive 
branches of this government, which ha.! already 
proceeded so far towards the accomplishment of the 
prostration of which his colleague spoke, Mr. A. 
thought that his colleagne had stated in this house 
that, whatever other gentlemen might choose, he 
was for supporting the administration of John Tyler, 
and he must say that most faithfully had that pro- 
mise been carried into effect at this time. The ad- 
ministration of John Tyler, so far as it had been in 
direct opposition to the legislative authority of the 
Union, had been fully supported by his colleague 
down to this declaration; and in the course of that 
discussion which had arisen and made so much pro- 
gress in this country, his colleague, at repeated 
times, had declared himself decidedly in favor of the 
executive power, and in opposition to that congress 
whose destiny he had now so fatally premised. 

But there was a question of some importance to 
this house, of importance to the congress of the 
United States, of importance—infinite importance to 
the people of the United States; whether the view 
taken by his colleague of this contest between the 
executive and legislative authorities was correct: 
whether in all the divisions that had taken place and 
were now multiplying from day to day, the congress 
had been wrong and the head of the executive de- 
partinent right? That was a point Mr. A. meant to 
meet, and as his colleague was ready to meet any 
objections to his course and to the principles laid 
down by him, Mr. A. trusted that he would justify 
himself and the executive against the congress of the 
United States. They all knew that in every servile 
press the executive could command, by power of pa- 
tronage or any other power, this declamation against 
congress had been uniform and reiterated from the 
time that the dissension first disclosed itself. 


It was not his province to defend the congress of 
the United States, and most especially not to defend 
generally this house. In this house, to say nothing 
of the other—for he had nothing to complain of the 
other—there had been proceedings sanctioned by the 
authority of this house from the commencement of 
the extra session of congress, and more than once 
during the present session, which he could not defend 
or justify. He hoped the time would come when 
the house would see the propriety of reviewing some 
of those acts; but he could say, and did say now, in 
his place, that, in his opinion, no congress of the U. 
States that had ever existed had done more for the 
people than the present existing congress of the U. 
States. (Cries of ‘‘good!”] None had existed which 
had done more justice to the nation, or more justice 
to private claimants, as the labors of yesterday alone 
would show. ‘The present congress, in his estima- 
tion, had done all that could be done to restore 
the prosperity of the country, which was suffering 
under the consequences of previous legislation and 
administration. One of the most material and indis- 
pensable measures, in his opinion, for the restoration 
of the credit, of the honor, and of the glory of this 


country, was the establishment of a national bank | 


by two several acts of this congress that had been 
achieved, and achieved against the most formidable 
opposition, and opposition which alone could have 


justified the executive in arresting the beneficial ope- 


ration of the congress of the United States. 


postpone the further consideration of the question 
till Monday—the simple signature of the president 
of the United States to a bill sent him this day, 
would operate like a charm, and, together with the 
settlement of the negotiations with Great Britain, se- 
curing the peace of the country—these two mea- 
sures together, take his word for it, were enough to 
restore the prosperity of the country even at this 
hour, and the effect of it would be felt within four 
a twenty hours after the signature should take 
place. , 
This was his opinion of the present congress. He 
would add one measure more not yet consummated: 
he meant that of the reduction of the army of the 
United States, establishing and settling the principle 
that the army is not a permanent institution of this 
country, but that it is only a necessary evil, to be 
maintained only in consequence of necessity for the 
protection of the country. The settlement of that 
principle, let it be in what manner it might as a 
question between this and the other branch of the 
lezislature—the settlement of that principle, the for- 
mal and deliberate decision of the congress of the 
United States, that when the army is no longer ne- 
cessary, either in whole or in part, from that mo- 
ment the portion of it not indispensably necessary 
must be reduced, was of great importance at any 
time, and of infinitely more importance at present; 
because, at the commencement of the session, from 
every thing they knew of the principles of this ad- 
ministration, its policy was directly the reverse, as 
was evident, not only from the proposals sent here 
by the military heads of departments, the secretaries 
of war and of the navy, but even by the recommen- 
dation of the executive himself; and among the prin- 
ciples which Mr. A. wished his colleague to revise, 
and which he had undertaken to insist on, was that 
which he had now asserted, that the army was one 
of the institutions of the country, to be preserved 
abstractly, without inquiry as to the necessity of its 
existence at all, or of its existence in amount. 


Mr. A. feared that he should get through his time 
without having an opportunity of presenting the ideas 
he wished todo. The error of his colleague was the 
-error of the executive head himself. He had met 
with the misfortune which befell Charles I. of Eng- 
‘land. Mr. A. had read the history of the reign of 
Charles I., and he found, in repeated instances, that 
the author (who was partial to him) said that in the 
controversies he had had with the legislative power, 
| which finally terminated on the scaffold on his part, 

that his error was in conceiving that he was an ab- 
|solute sovereign. He was full of conscience, a very 
| religious man; but he thought himself to be the su- 
| preme ruler of the country over which he was king, 
and that mistake was at the foundation of all his mis- 
| fortunes as well as of the misfortunes of the nation. 
|The mistake of his colleague, and of the executive 
ruler himself, was that he was a branch of the legis- 
lative power. His colleague had repeated a number 
| of times that the president was a co-ordinate, inde- 





| pendent branch of that power. Mr. A. had here a} 
letter in which that principle was asserted by the | 


president himself. This letter was published and 
| not disavowed. The whole of it he would not read. 


} . . 
_He intended to have made some other observations 


on it, but this was the point to which he would refer. 


_as follows: ‘Executive dictation! I repel the im- 
_putation. I would gladly harmonize with congress 
in the enactment of such measures, if the majority 
/would permit me.” What is that? asked Mr. A. I 


Mr. A. then read from the letter of the president | 





Now (continued Mr. A.) that this house had the 
power to dictate to the executive, was true in the 
very nature of it, because it was a legislative power, 
Legislation was dictation; the house had the power 
to dictate to the executive, and he had no power to 
dictate to it otherwise than in the qualified veto. Mr. 
A. further read from the letter of the president as 
follows: ‘The constitution never designed that the 
executive should be a mere cipher;” [That was true, 
no doubt, said Mr. A. Laughter and a voice: ‘‘There 
has been a practical mistake, for a cipher is presi- 
dent;’’] ‘‘on the contrary, it denies to congress the 
right to pass any law without his approval.” Was 
ever any thing pretended so monstrous, asked Mr. A, 
as that the constitution denied to congress the right 
to pass any Jaw without the president’s approval?>— 
Did not the constitution expressly say that if they 
sent the president a bill and he did not return it in 
ten days, it was a law just as much as if he had sign- 
ed it? How, then, was it possible for the president 
to say it was impossible for them to passa law with- 
out his approval? He left out of view the provision 
that a bill could he passed, not only without the pre- 
sident’s approval, but against his disapproval. There 
was no possible sense in which the words quoted 
were true. Was it possible that the executive of 
this country could assert a principle more directly 
destructive to the interests of the people themselves? 
It was a direct assertion of the same power which is 
enjoyed by the king of Great Britain; an absolute 
negative on the laws of congress. It might be said 
of the king of Great Britain, although he never ex- 
ercised that power, that the parliament could pass 
no law without his approval. 


Mr. A.’s hour here expired, and he resumed his 
seat. 

Mr. Proffit followed the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts in reply, and had not concluded, when the 
speaker announced the expiration of the morning 
hour. 

The house then, after transacting private business, 
adjourned. 





Monpay, Aveusrt 8. 
the following resolution: 

Resolved by the house of representatives, (the senate 
concurring therein), that the president of the senate 
and the speaker of the house of representatives be 
directed to close the present session of congress by 
an adjournment of their respective houses on Mon- 
day, the 23d day of August instant, at 2 o’clock P. 
M. of that day. 

Mr. M. demanded the previous question. And 
there was a second. And the main question (on the 
resolution) was ordered; and, being taken, the reso- 
lution was adopted. 


[Mr. Wm. Cost Johnson, of Maryland, presented 
the following memorial, signed by a large number of 
farmers, mechanics, merchants, lawyers and laboring 
men of Pennsylvania, which fully and clearly ex- 
plains their views upon a great national measure of 
relief to the government, the states, and the people, 
as follows: 

To the honorable the senate and 
house of representatives of the U. States: 

The subscribers, citizens of the United States, and 
resident in the state of Pennsylvania, by this memo- 
rial respectfully represent: That, although our na- 
tion is in full possession of health, peace, and abun- 
dant harvests, we are far from the enjoyment of that 
| happiness which is the only proper object of enlight- 
'ened legislation. Our present distress arises from 


Mr. Mason, of Ohio, offered 








Twice they would permit him! How? by doing just what he | the non-fulfilment of contracts; extending from those 


had it been repeated, and twice had it been arrest-| thought proper. It was precisely the case of one j of some of our most important sovereign states down 


ed by 


the executive hand. This congress of the! gentleman out of twelve on a jury, whodeclared that | to the smallest engagements of obscure individuals; 


United States had accomplished a bankrupt law, re-| he had never met in his life eleven such obstinate | and this by no means through lack of value in posses- 


lieving the misery and distress of thousands and hun- 
dreds of thousands; and now the congress of the 
United States, at a time when, by delay, which he 
would not impute to any individual or to any party, 
a day had nearly come after which no revenue could 
be collected from imports by the country, congress 


hiad passed an act providing for that state of things, | 


and delay for a time, until the final deliberations on 
the subject should be consummated, the arrival of 
that state of the treasury in which no revenue could 
be collected by law. 

That measure had been blasted like the other, and 
now, at this moment—this very day—this congress 
had passed another act, which, if the gentleman at 
the other end of the avenue would only sign with 
his name, my word for it (said Mr. A.) the prospe- 
rity of this country, the credit of the country will 
be restored, and within twenty-four hours after that 
not a dollar will it cost you to raise not only twelve 
millions, but thirty millions by loan if you want it. 


Yes, and these measures, taken together, accomplish, | 


in my opinion, the great principles on which the pre- 
sent administration was brought into power. Even 


i}men. ‘The president would harmonize with the ma- 
| jority if the majority would do just what he told 
}them! That was the substance of the whole letter 
repelling the charge of dictation. But to proceed 
with the letter: ‘‘Most gladly would I approve any 
| bill having revenue for its object, and the protection 
| of manufacturing industry as its incident, which 
| should be presented to me unconnected with matters 
_having no necessary affiliation, and which are only 
calculated to embarrass the executive action.” That 
| was the president’s opinion, but it was merely a beg- 
‘ging of the question. The president would harmo- 
nize with them if they would harmonize with him— 
if they would do what he told them to do! 

But something further: ‘Each branch of the go- 
vernment is independent of every other.” There 
was the precise error (said Mr. A.) of his colleague, 
| that the executive was independent of the congress 
| of the United States. No more outrageous principle 
to the true intent of the constitution of the country 
could be laid down than that. The executive was 
not independent, and heaven forbid that the day 
should ever come when either can dictate to the 





pow—and that was the reason why he had wished to| other! 


‘sion, bui from want of that in which said obligations 
|are dischargeable, viz. ready money. And we de- 
clare it as our firm belief, before God and our coun- 
| try, that honest debts cannot be paid—noble industry 
is turned idle—private faith is broken up—and pub- 
lic credit is perishing—solely for want of a PROPER 
CURRENCY. 


A sufficient currency we cannot have by coin; a 
sound currency we cannot have without a proper ba- 
sis; this basis may be found in the due appropriation 
of a small portion of the immense and unvalued na- 
tional domain. 

The public lands now unsold have been estimated, 
at government price, to be worth $2,000,000,000: we 
ask for the present anticipation of only one-tenth 
part of this vast property, by the creation of two 
hundred millions of national stock, at such interest 
as shall at ouce command capital at par; and the im- 
mediate distribution of this steck among the states, 
territories and the District of Columbia, by an equi- 
table allotment, viz. 

For each senator one million; this will appropriate 
fifty-two millions—leaving the balance to be divided 
on the basis of representation, as follows: assuming 
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The reading of the message having been concluded, 
Mr. Fillmore rose and said that the message was 


one of too much importance to be acted on until it 
had been printed. 


He hoped, therefore, that the 


house would consent to the motion he was about to 
make, that the message be entered on the journal as 
prescribed by the constitution, and that it be printed, 
and that the further consideration of the subject be 


postponed until another day. It was unnecessary to 
specify to-morrow; but (hearing several suggestions 
to that effect) Mr. F. said if gentlemen were dispos- 
ed to say to-morrow, he had no objection to put his 
motion in that form. The question on the demand 
for the previous question was then taken, and there 
was a second. 

And the main question was ordered, and, being 
taken, the message was ordered to be printed, and 
the further consideration thereof was postponed until to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Stanly offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That all debate in committee of the 
whole house on the state of the Union on Senate bill 
No. 283, and the amendments pending thereto, being 
a bill for the re-organization of the army, shall cease 
at 4 o’clock this day, when the committee shall pro- 
ceed to vote on the pending amendments, or such as 
may be offered in pursuance of the rules, and then 
report the same to the house. The resolution was 
adopted. 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll rose and said he gave notice 
that he would at an early day ask leave to introduce 
a bill—[{which is in the following words: 

A BILL to provide revenue from imports. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of America in congress assembled, 
That, from and after the passage of this act, the same 














=—_— q gts So Ba yee eee 
epresentative for the District of Columbia and one The next legislation on the subject will be found 
ae each of the territories, we shall have $600,-| in the ninth section of the act entitled ‘an act to re- 
000 for each representative, and a fractional balance | duce and fix the military peace establishment of the 
of the whole of $400,000, which balance might be | United States,” approved March 2, 1821; “and that 
divided equally between the three territories and the | there shall be one commissary of purchases and two 
District of Columbia, and the allotment would then | military storekeepers, to be attached to the purchas- 
stand thus: ing department;” and the said act of March 2, 1821, 
District of Columbia - = ~- 700,000 furnishes the only authority for appointing storekeep- 
Florida - - - = = 700,000 ers of any description whatever. 
Wisconsin + - - - 700,000 The twenty-three storekeepers, overand above the 
Jowa - - - - - 700,000 two under the act of 1821, are now in service with- 
Michigan - - - - 2,600,000 out the sanction of law or necessary implication.— 
Arkansas - - - - 2,600,000 Nor do the requirements of the service demand such 
Maine - - - “ 6,800,000 agents. When the ordnance department was nearly 
New Hampshire - ~- - 5,000,000 doubled in 1838, it was expressly understood that 
Vereen Crs ee 5,000,000 storekeepers would not afterwards be required. 
Massachusetts - - - 9,200,000 Both committees, with the evidence before them, 
Rhode Island - - - — 3,200,000 thought these officers unnecessary, and unauthorised 
Connecticut - = = 5,600,000 by law. 
New York - ‘ - - 26,000,000 5. Besides the two surgeons and ten assistant sur- 
New Jersey : : - 5,600,000 geons already dismissed in the bill, the committee 
Pennsylvania - - -° 18,800,000 had recommended the dismissal of one inspector ge- 
Delaware - © = += 2,600,000 neral. 
Maryland - - - = 6,800,000 6. The committee recommend that the senate 
Virginia - - - - 14,600,000 agree to all the amendments of the house reducing | 
North Carolina - - : 9,800,000 extra allowances. 
South Carolina - = + 7,400,000 He expressed his hope that the compromise thus 
Goomia: 6 eee 7,400,000 agreed upon would be satisfactory to the gentleman | 
Kentucky - - - = 9,800,000 from Tennessee (Mr. Cave Johnson) on one hand, and | 
Tennessee - - - = 9,800,000 his friend from Massachusetts (Mr. Calhoun) on the 
Ohio - - - = = 13,400,000 other. He believed this was as great a reduction of | 
Louisiana - - - = 3,800,000 the army as could be effected; and he feared that, be- | 
Alabama - = = = 5,000,000 fore six or eight months, gentlemen who pressed this 
Indiana ce .2 ..2. © 6,200,000 measure to this point would see cause deeply to re- 
Illinois - 2  - +» 3,800,000 gret what they had gone. 
Mississippi - - - - 3,200,000 The report of the committee of conference on the 
Missouri - - = = 3,200,000 
200,000,000 


In order to secure full confidence in the above as 
an investment, we recommend an unconditional pledg- 
ing of the avails of actual sales of the public lands 
for the regular redemption of this stock, and a sufli- 
cient increase of duties on foreign merchandise to 
ensure payment of the interest with rigorous punctu- 
ality}. 

Op motion of Mr. Halsted, the house resolved it- 
self into committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, (Mr. Briggs, of Massachusetts, in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the bill to regulate | 
the taking of testimony in cases of contested elections 
and for other purposes. 

The pending question being on the motion to strike 
out the first section of the bill— 

And the question being taken, the motion was re- 
jected. 

Various amendments were proposed and discussed 
until one o’clock, when the committee commenced 
action upon them and the bill as modified and amen- | 
ded was reported to the house and finally passed by a | 
vote of 99 to 82. 


Mr. Stanly, from the committee of conference on 
the disagreements between the two houses on the bill 
to reorganize the army, made a report, which he ac- | 
companied by some explanatory remarks. 

Mr. 3. said that the committee had recommended 
the retaining of the second regiment of dragoons, but 
that after the 4th of March next it be dismounted 


reorganization of the army, and also the report of | duties upon imports shall be levied, collected, and 
the committee of conference on the appropriation for| paid, under the same laws, rules, and regulations, 
the army were then ordered to be printed, and the| which were levied, collected, and paid between the 
subject postponed until to-morrow. | Ist day of January, 1838, and the last day of Decem- 

Territorial bills were then taken up and the two | ber, 1839, under the provisions of the act approved 
following were passed, viz: | 2d March, 1833, entitled “‘an act to modify the act 

A bill erecting a new land district in Florida to be | of the 14th of July, 1832, and all other acts impos- 
called the district of Alachua. | ing duties on imports.” 

A bill to pay the lowa militia called out in the dis-| Src. 2. dnd be it further enacted, That on the im- 
pute on the boundary line between Iowa and Mis-| portation of all the articles made-subject to a duty 
souri. | of twenty per cent. ad valorem under the provisions 

A bill for the relief of the Florida militia muster-| of the act entitled ‘an act relating to duties and 
ed into the service of the United States in the years | drawbacks,” approved September 11, 1841, there 
1839 and 1840: | shall hereafter be levied, collected, and paid a duty 

Provided, That it shall be satisfactorily proved that | of thirty per cent. ad valorem, except upon rail road 
the aforesaid officers and companies had been called iron, which shall be subject to the same rate of duty 
into service under the authority given by the war de- | as bar or bolt iron of similar manufacture under the 
partment to Gov. Call in March and August, 1839. | first section of this act; but nothing herein contain- 

The bill fixing the boundary line between Missouri | ed shall be so construed as to deprive any state or 
and lowa. incorporated company which shall have imported 

Mr. Andrews, of Ohio, offered the following: rail road iron prior to the 3d day of March next of 

Resolved, That the resolution of this house in rela- | the benefit and advantages secured to them respec- 
tion to the hon. Joshua R. Giddings, passed March tively by the proviso to the fifth section of the said 
2ist, A. D. 1842, be, and the same is hereby, rescin- | act relating to duties and drawbacks. 
ded. The reading of the bill was called for; but, objec- 

Mr. Mallory and other gentlemen objected. tion being made, it was not read. 

The speaker said, this being resolution day,and the | The house, on motion of Mr. Stanly, resolved itself 
call resting still with the state of Ohio, the resolu-| into committee of the whole and resumed the consi- 
tion was in order. | deration of the bill “respecting the organization of 

Mr. Cave Johnson moved that the resolution be laid _ the army and for other purposes,” and the report of 
on the table. _ the committee of conference thereon. 

Mr. Andrews, of Ohio,demanded the yeas and nays.| Mr. Thompson, of Indiana, addressed the commit- 








and converted into a rifle corps. He dwelt on the 
importance of retaining a force of that description on 
the frontier; and as to the horses and equipments, | 
they might be disposed of on government account. | 

The committee recommended, in the next place, 
to reduce the number of privates in each company of | 
the artillery and infantry regiments to forty-two. 

3. To aliow the re-enlistment of non-commission- 
ed officers, so as to preserve more periectly the or- 
ganization of the army. 

4. In regard to the national armories, the commit- 
tee proposed to retain the military superintendents at 
present appointed; but, at the same time, to retain all 
the valuable amendments of Mr. Calhoun as to the 
reduction of salaries in those establishments. ‘The 
committee had also recommended the abolition of 
the offices of twenty military storekeepers. 

The first legislation affecting the ‘“‘peace establish- 
ment” after the reduction of the army at the close of 
the war with Great Britain, according to the act of 
March, 1815, is found in the act entitled “‘an act for 
organizing the general staff, and making further pro- 
Vision for the army,” approved April 24, 1816. By 
the fifth section of this act, which makes provision 
for the purchasing department, “as many military 
storekeepers as the service may require, whose sala- 
ries shall be regulated by the secretary of war, ac- 
cording to the duty they may perform,” were autho- 
rised, The proviso of. the sixth section of the act 
required that they be submitted to the senate for 


their confirmation, in the same manner as the officers 
of the army. 


A motion was made that the house adjourn, which | tee in opposition to the report of the committee of 
prevailing the house adjourned. | conference. 

Tvespay, Aveust 9. Mr. Wim. C. Johnson asked| Mr. Fessenden replied to Mr. Thompson. 
leave to present a memorial signed by a number of| Mr. dams said that he would vote for adopting 
respectable citizens of Pennsylvania in relation to| the bill of the committee of conference though it 
state debts, and a system of measures proposed to be | was far from being acceptable to him as it seemed to 


adopted in relation thereto. 

The memorial having been read, Mr. Johnson mov- 
ed that it be referred toa select committee. Mr. | 
C. Johnson moved that the whole subject be laid on 
the table. By a vote of 116 yeas, to 16 nays, it was | 
laid on the table. The following gentlemen voted | 
in the negative, viz: | 

Adams, J. Cooper, Gentry, Giddings, Granger, J. 
R. Ingersoll, James, W. C. Johnson, J. P. Kennedy, | 
McKennan, T. F. Marshall, Max~ell, Maynard, | 
Saltonstall, Toland, Thomas W. Williams—16. 

The bill and report of the committee on confer- | 
ence on the army appropriation bill was on motion. 
of Mr. Fillmore, committed to the committee of the | 
whole house. The bill for the re-organization of 
the army was on motion of Mr. Stanly also commit-. 
ted to the committee of the whole. . | 

The house then proceeded to the consideration of 
the resolutions offered by Mr. Cooper, in respect to 


reports on the affairs of the Cherokee nation. 
Mr. Cushing obtained the floor, and had commen- 
ced his remarks when a message was received from 








the veto message (see page 371,) was read. 


|be to the gentleman from Maine, (Mr. Fessenden.) 


the demand for information from the executive in| 
general, and in the specific case of Lt. Hitchcock’s | 


| had been introduced into it, and which when for the 





The principle in the bill was retrenchment and re- 
duction, and though they were but slight, yet to ob- 
tain that principle he must take what he could get. 
He considered this act as one of the most important 
acts ever passed by the congress of the United States 


_ by the establishment of that principle, the principle 


of reduction instead of the principle of increase of 


the army. Mr. A. felt it important that this bill 


should pass in‘the form in which it was now present- 
ed—far more important than that it should fail. He 
was not without his fears that if it failed entirely, 
the result would be that nothing would be done but 
an appropriation for the army without any reduction 
at all; for if this bill was lost by the refusal of the 
house to concur with the report of the committee of 
conference, which he believed the senate had alrea- 
dy adopted, he did not see but the prospect was that 
this bill would fail entirely. If it was lost, the bill 
making appropriations for the army still remained 
to be acted on; and then on that, if they disagreed to 


| the report of the committee of conference, which 


| 


the president. The subject was the laid over, and | 


was conformable to the report in this case, they 
would be reduced to the alternative, either of pass- 
ing the appropriation bill without the provisos which 
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reduction of the army, or of losing the bill entirely; | tablish, by the authority of congress, and that in de- 
and although he did not think that even in that case | fiance of the wishes or desires or purposes of the ex- 
the responsibility would rest on this house alone, yet ecutive administregion, the direct contrary principle, 
it would rest between this house and the senate, and | that the armed force of this country was not to be 
at this time, above all things in the world, he was’ increased when the necessities of the country by 
opposed to such a disagreement between the two| which it had been raised. no longer existed, but that 
houses of congress as to effect the loss of such a bill it was to be reduced, that it was incumbent on them 
as that. We had discord—too much discord alrea- jto settle this principle. He considered it settled by 
dy, in the government of the United States. The; this bill; and, therefore, although these concessions 
two houses of congress were now brought to an is-| to the senate would very much impair in his mind 
sue with the executive power, the result of which in | the extent to which the principle was established by 
future time he trembled to look at. | this bill, and although it would have been far more 
He believed that it had been entirely out of the | agreeable to him if it had been carried on in the old 
power of the two houses to avoid it, and that they! established principle of this country, which he would 
were under no hye crag 34? whatever for this diffe-| repeat again, notwithstanding the adverse opinion of 
rence; but while they were laboring, and while their’ his colleague, was, that a standing army was ab- 
constituents were laboring under the sufferings which | stractly to be considered as an object of abhorrence 
that brought on them, it would be a very great ag- | to the people of this union, and that whenever it 
gravation to that state of things if the two houses of | could be reduced, and there was not an absolute ne- 
the legislature—on whom, and on whose firmness at | cessity for its continuance, it must be reduced, that 
this moment, he believed that the future destinies of |they might have the athanasia of an army; not- 
this Union depended—should cease to harmonize. | withstanding these considerations, he should vote for 
He believed that the existence of this Union depen-/ the bill as now agreed on by the committee of con- 
ded on the continuance of harmony between this! ference of the two houses. 
house and the other house of congress at this time. Mr. A. would call the attention of the house to 
Mr. A.-had said that it was with great unwilling-' the consideration of this combination of ideas and 
ness that he should assent tothe continuance of this | principles—to the president of the United States as- 
second regiment of dragoons under its metamorpho-| suming that he had the power of the king of Great 
sis into a dismounted rifle regiment, because he per-| Britain; that he was a branch of the legislative pow- 
sisted in the opinion that it was not at all necessary | er, co-ordinate and independent, and liable to no 
for the protection of the western frontier or of any | dictation from the legislature: and not only assum- 
other part of the union, but he might possibly be | ing that principle, but carrying it into effect as far as 
mistaken in this respect. He would hope that atthe! was in his power by the constitution, and further by 
next session of congress this principle—now settled | doing that which the constitution did not authorize 
as it would be by this passage of this bill—that the|or warrant him to do, and to the heads of depart- 
army was to be reduced to the utmost exient, so far} ments under him threatening war with foreign na- 
as absolute public necessity would admit, instead of| tions, calling on the country to increase its arma- 
being increased ad libitum, not to say ad infinitum, | ments, to increase its naval force and its army, and 
would not be disturbed. adopting a tone of negotiation with regard to foreign 


Mr. A. said this because he understood that the | Powers as if purposely intended to provoke them to 
system of administration of the present executive of | Wr. 
_ the United States was ina great measure based on} Mr. A. believed that the army and navy bills, for 
- contrary principles he meant the principles of in- | additional expenditures and additional armaments to 
creasing the army as well as the navy, with the re- those which were estimated, were all the produc- 
commendations for which this session of congress tions of that same spirit, and that they were brought 
commenced, and which Mr. A. confessed alarmed | forward here and in the other branch of the legisla- 
him. When he had seen the recommendation in the | ture perhaps by gentlemen who had not sufficient] 
message of the president himself; when he had seen} considered what that great system was of whic 
the propositionsand recommendations of the secreta-| these were to be parts. He hoped that we should 
ry of war and the secretary of the navy; when he! hear no more of them during the present session or 
had seen an estimate from the treasury department, | at the next session of congress. The fundamental 
falling far short of the propositions made by these} error in them and in the head of the executive was 
two military chiefs of the departments, amount to! that same assumption of the power of the king of 

















of the country against it; and when he had seen jt 
in its consequences, connected with this system of 
conducting foreign affairs, driving the union into 
a war which would prove its ruin, he had felt him. 
self called on, as one member of this house, to take 
his part in endeavoring to stay the progress of these 
principles. 

If he might be permitted to reply to the remarks 
which his colleague (Mr. Cushing) had thought pro- 
per to make with reference to him, he would repeat 
that when this subject was before the house the last 
time, after hearing the grave charge, not against 4 

arty, but against the congress of the United States 
1e did not think it was for him to sit silent here un. 
der it. He took to himself a portion of that charge 
and considered it acharge of an aggravating, crim. 
nal nature. To be sure, it was a perfect safe thing 
to charge bodies of men with heinous crimes under 
that sort of protection which the principle gave, that 
what applied to numbers indiscriminately applies to 
no one in particular; but if it was true that the “des. 
tiny” of this congress was to lay prostrate the go- 
vernment of the country, and if it was true that con- 
gress had been the cause of that prostration, which 
was to be completed, Mr. A. must take his share of 
it; and if he did not take his share of that charge of 
high crime against the congress of the United States, 
he should feel himself called on in common justice 
to that congress—to the majority of the two houses 
of congress, whose measures according to the opin- 
ion of his colleague, had brought and were bringing 
this country to a state of prostration, to come to 
their defence. Had his colleague fully considered 
the nature of this charge, and that although it was 
made on the whole body, there was not one of them 
who had constitued the majority by which the great 
acts of this congress had been passed could be ex- 
empt from it? He asked his colleague whether he 
would rise in his place and charge any one member 
of this cr the other house of congress with pro- 
ducing and designing what he had charged to them 
as a body? If he did not, he would ask him whe- 
ther he could here, in the face of this nation and 
of the world, get up and charge them all with 
— which he dared not to impute to any one indivi- 
ual? 


This charge, too, was made from all the venal 
presses of this country that were under the patron- 
age of the executive head. it had also been made 
by the executive head himself more than once in 
private communication to individuals. Mr. A. said 
that every individual of the majority which had 
passed the acts thus described, and thus quali- 





five and twenty millions of dollars for the estimate; Great Britain of being an independent co-ordinate 
of the expenses of the present year; and when he! branch of the legislature. They had heretofore had | 
saw thatif the plan of the propositions of these two | some discussion on the subject as to the division of | 
military chiefs should be carried into execution, not} powers between the legislature and the executive, | 
five and twenty—no, nor fifty millions of dollars,| and on that occasion Mr. A. had stated to the erie 
would meet the expenditures of the present year,! what he considered the difference between the king | 
and that too when all on all sides were calling for| of Great Britain and the president of the U. States, | 
retrenchment and reform; when he had seen the ut-| and the principle by which it was impossible to con- 
ter inconsistency of the administration, which pro-| sider the president of the United States as a co-ordi- 
fessed to go for a retrenchment and reduction of ex-/ nate branch of the legislature. His colleague (Mr. 
penditures, coupled with a proposition for raising an| Cushing) had referred to certain papers in the Fede- 
army and navy, the least effect of which would be) ralist, written by Mr. Madison, on this subject of the 
to double the expenditure of the present quarter;| division of powers between the legislature and the 
and when he had seen at the very commencement of | executive. This opinion, like all the other opinions 
the session a blustering and bullying tone assumed to} of the illustrious writer of these numbers, was un- 
other nations, great and small—a craving Jehu-like | doubtedly of weight, but he had observed in these 
disposition for war—he had been alarmed, and on! papers that it was supposed that Montesquieu was 
the perusal of the very first indications of what was) the first author or principal expounder of these dif- 
to be the foreign and internal policy of this admin-! ferences, and Montesquieu alone was quoted. It was 
istration, had declared that when the military appro-' a very remarkable fact that nonotice at ail was ta- 
priations should come into this house he would show | ken of Locke, who preceded Montesquieu thirty or 
what was his opinion of the system, and what the! forty years, and who was really the expounder of this 
system ought to be. | principle of the~difference between the legislative 
With this external system of bullying foreign na-| and the executive power, and it was from him that 
tions and threatening war to them without stint and} Montesquieu took every thing that he had said on| 
without mercy, was coupled another portentous pre-| the subject. Here was a treatise by Locke on civil | 
tence of the head of the present administration, that; government written and published thirty or forty 
he was a co-ordinate branch of the legislature, and! years before Montésquieu wrote. 
that congress could pass no act or law without him;| [From this work, and from Montesquieu’s writings 
and expressions of contempt, not against a party but | on the different forms of government, the distinction 
against congress, were promulgated to the world, at | between the executive and legislative powers, &c. 
the same time they were to be treated with the con-| Mr. A. read copious extracts, which the reporter 
stitutional president’s objections to every important) has not before him, and into which time does not 
bill which should be brought before him for his ac-} permit him to enter.} 
tion; and when constitutional objections could notbe| Mr. A. continued. He must be permitted to say 











fied by his colleague, was bound to consider it as 
a charge on himself; and he would ask where was 
the justification of his colleague for making such a 
charge? 

His colleague had said something this morning 
about the depravity arising from party spirit. Did 
he mean to say that this party spirit or this prostra- 
tion was to be attributed to the majority who passed 
the acts, or that it was to be shared by the majority 
who resisted and opposed them? Would his colleague 
get up here and and say that of the two hundred and 
forty members of this house there was one more 
criminal than another; that there was one who had 
any influence in this house whose private life was 
not as respectable as his own? Would he get up and 
say that there was a member of this majority who 
wilfully and knowingly had pursued a course which 
must end in the prostration of the government of 
this country? If he would not say it of an indi- 
vidual, why had he said it of a number taken to- 
gether, to the nation and to the other nations of the 
world? 

The majority and the minority here differed in opi- 
nion on subjects of vast public importance—on mat 
ters, perhaps, involving the interests of the nation, 
and the support of the institutions of the nation; but 
who was to be the judge which of the two parties 
was the right and which the wrong one. Mr. A. 
differed from a large portion of this house on almost 
every question that came up before them, but on his 
honor as a man there was not a man against whom 
he would make the charge his colleague had made. 
He might hold the opinion that their votes tended to 
measures which would produce that prostration, but 
he would not say of the minority compounded, or ol 
any single individual, that it was part of his destiny, 
















brought, something as an equivalent, utterly uncon-/ and repeat that there was nothing ia the constitution 


stitutional, was to be produced, viz, the signature of 
a bill, together with the objections against it! 

Now, in reference to this bill, and to all its parts, 
it was on Mr. A’s part a determined opposition to 
these principles, on which he understood the present 
executive administration of the government was 
founded, (and among these that which of all others 
required the direct adverse action of this and the 
other house of congress was this very bill), that in- 





duced him tothe support of this measure. He be- 
lieved that if they could in any shape or manner es- 


of the United States that would warrant the assump-| and that he was pursuing a course of policy which 
tion on the part of the president of the United States | would terminate naturally and necessarily in the pros- 
of @ co-ordinate power in the making of laws with} tration of the government of the country. In all 
congress, and therefore that the principle assumed | criminal charges it was the intention which consti- 
by the present head of the executive was totally un-| tuted crime. God forbid that he should ever charge 
founded, and was not to be tolerated by this nation. | any individual member of this house with an inten- 
As he had before observed, when he had seen all this, | tion to prostrate this government or the liberties of 
and put it all together, he had become thoroughly! the people; and if it could not be said of the minority, 
satisfied that there was an absolute necessity on this, by what right could it be of the majority? 3 

congress to withstand the principle thus assumed,} They had had a paper read to them to-day in which 


and prepare to resist it, and to defend the liberties’ it was stated that it was doubtful whether there was 
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a majority in both houses of congress fora bill which he was not going todo. He knew that by refusing, clared—the issue was complete—the measure which 


had been solemnly sent to the president, with, per-| he should expose himself to imputations. This was, would have spread joy over the land, was now lost. 


ed. Mr. A. would not say that the destiny of the 
writer of that paper was to end in the prostration of 
the government of this country—no; 2s little as Mr.) 
A.a proved of his course, as much as he disapprov- 
ed of all his acts in which he had come in collision 
with the legislative power, to which he was respon- 
sible, Mr. A. would not say that of him. Mr. A. 
believed that if he had his way it would end in the 
rostration of this government and of the liberty of | 
the country, but still he relied on the majority of this 
very congress, and he relied on the beneficence of a 
superior being who could draw good out of evil, for 
the protection and preservation of the liberties of the 
ople of this country; and much as he believed the 
resident had been mistaken and misled, Mr. A. 
would not give up the hope that still there was 
an escape for the Ps apg of this country from the 
evils which the président’s power, constitutional or 
assumed—— 
The hour here expired, and Mr. A. resumed his 


eat. 

Mr. Marshall considered the military storekeepers 
as essential officers in peace as well as war, whose 
services could not be dispensed with, and who had 
existed since 1793. Mr. M. thoughtthat Mr. Adams’ 
argument had been that as an act of opposition to 
the president, the army ought to be destroyed. He 
himself would not legislate on any such principle.— 
If the country did require an army, and the order 
and well being of that army required certain classes 
of officers to attend to its management and control, 
he went for retaining such officers notwithstanding 
that the appointment of them might rest in the hands 
of the president. This president had nearly three 
years yet to preside over the country; and if the le- 
gislative branch was to go on in the way it was now 
going, and the executive was to continue to act in 
the way he was now acting—if they were both to 
contend with each other in doing ail the harm to the 
country that they possibly could, the Lord deliver 
the country from the executive and the legislative 
branches both! Our condition was strange and pe- 
rilous, and would beso for three years ahead: this he 
knew perfectiy well: but so far as the legislative 
power was entrusted to Mr. M. it should be used as 
the real good of the country might require, he cared 
not how far the president might misuse the power 
confided to him. 


There were differences between Mr. M. and that 
gentleman, and the great mass of the party with 
which he acted, touching the increase both of the 
army and navy; but it would do no good to state 
them, and he should not say a word on the matter. 
Could he have his own desire, he should like to see 
our navy enlarged very greatly, in a manner worthy 
of that extension of its power which the nation was 
destined to make, and ought to make; but that sub- 
ject was not now in debate. 

In regard to the abolition of these twenty pay- 
masters, he was against it; and he planted himself 
on the nature of the thing, on example and experi- 
ence; on the opinions of the department, and of the 
most experienced military men; and on the belief 
that in their course on this subject the committee of 
conierence had been entirely mistaken. In cutting 
away excrescences, let us be careful that we did not 
cut lito vital parts, and wound and weaken, if not 
destroy them. 

‘This congress, he was fully aware, had yet to meet 
a dreadiul contest belore the people. He should be 
With them in that contest; he had enough of the es- 
prit de corps in him for that; but they should be cau- 
tious how they increased the difficulties of the con- 
test. ‘he charge would be made against them thai 
they had tried to beard John Tyler, and could not 
do it; and that then they turned round, and in a spirit 
of factious opposition devoted their whole effort to 
crippling, and embarrassing, and “‘heading” him, with 
aview to make him odious before the people—to 
disgrace, and still further to dishonor in the public 
€stimation a chief magistrate whom no man had any, 
the remotest, idea of ever making chief magistrate 
again. ‘This would be the charge they would have 
to meet; and they ought not to take any step which 
might appear to strengthen it. Mr. M. entertained 
No disrespect for the president; he pitied his condi- 
tion from the very bottom of his soul; his position 
was eminently difficult and dangerous. 

Mr. M. had never recognised John Tyler as the 
real enemy they had to contend with: tar from it. 
And he was not going to retrench twenty useful pub- 
lic officers, for the sake either of saving some $30,000 
to the treasury, or to retrench the patronage of John 

Cyler. it seemed to him a matter to be looked into 
before they cousented to take such a step. They 
ought to discriminate: it might be proper to dispense 
With some; but as to acting in this way, it was what 


pendent course and not expose himself to suspicion. | 
Mr. J. Campbell hoped the report of the conferring | 
committee would not be concurred in, and if it was, | 
he would insist upon the point of order whether they — 
had not transcended their authority by not confining 
themselves to the subject of the disagreeing votes of | 
the two houses. 

Mr. Calhoun expressed the same hope and dwelled 
again upon the subject of the armories, and of civil | 
in preference to military superintendance. 

The hour of four having arrived, the committee, | 
in pursuance of the resulution of the house of this 
morning, proceeded to vote. 

Mr. Everett rose and moved that the committee 
disagree to the report of the committee of conference, 
and recommended to the house the appointment of | 
another committee of conference. 

Tellers were appointed, and the vote stood ayes 
91, noes not counted. 

So the motion of Mr. Everett was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, of Indiana, the com- 
mittee rose and reported accordingly. 

And the question being taken the house concurred 
in the recommendation of the committee of the whole 
on the state of the union. 

So the report of the committee of conference was 
disagreed to, and the appointment of another com- 
mittee of conference on the part of this house was 
ordered. 

Mr. Pendleton rose and inqmred of the speaker 


reconsider the vote in relation to the final adjourn- 
ment of congress? 

Before the speaker had replied— 

Mr. Roosevelt rose and said that he now gave no- 
tice of that motion. 

And it was ordered to be entered on the journal. 

Mr. McKay rose and gave notice of a motion to re- 
consider the vote by which the bill for the payment 
of the Florida militia had yesterday been passed. 

Ordered to be entered on the journal. 

The house resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, (Mr. J. C. Clark, of 
New York, in the chair.) 

On motion of Mr. WeKennan, the bill making ap- 
propriations for sites for marine hospitals on the 
western waters was taken up, considered, and, after 
debate, was laid aside to be reported. 

The committee rose aid reported, and the house 
adjourned. 


Wepvespay, Avevst 10. The resojutions propos- 
ed by Mr. Cooper and the amendment offered by Mr. 
Everett, in relation to the refusal of information by 
the secretary of war, were taken up. 

Mr. Caruthers was entitled to the floor, and ad- 
dressed the house in favor of the report of the com- 
mittee. After a few preliminary remarks directed 
to the enormity of the refusal of the secretary of 
war to communicate the reports and facts called for 
by the resolution of the house, Mr. C. proceeded to 
examine the reasons or excuses which had _ been as- 
signed by the secretary for that refusal. These ex- 
cuses, Mr. C. contended, were entirely insufficient 
and unsatisfactory, and he replied to the arguments 
advanced by Messrs. Cushing and Proffit in vindica- 
tion of the course of that officer. Mr. C. then went 
into some several general remarks. 


and Proffit. 

After having spoken the hour within five or six 
minutes, Mr. C. moved to amend the first resolution 
by adding after the words ‘the executive,” the words 
‘‘and executive departments;” and also to amend the 
motion of Mr. Everett by striking out only the third 
resolution of the committee, and adopting the others. 

Mr. Fillmore rose and said he hoped the gentleman 
would keep the pledge he had yesterday made to him 
to renew the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. Caruthers demanded the previous question. 

Mr. Weller. Surely not, after the party speech 
you have made. 

Mr. Caruthers said he would cheerfully withdraw 
the motion, if the gentleman from New York would 
consent. 

Mr. Fillmore said he could not consent. 

And, by ayes $1, noes 70, the demand for the 
previous question was seconded. 

Mr. Bowne asked the yeas and nays on ordering 
the main question: but the morning hour having ex- 
pired, the house passed to the orders of the day. 

The (‘‘ditto”’) veto of the president on the revenue 
tariff bill was announced to be the first business in 
order. 

Mr. Adams arose and addressed the house, and 
closed his remarks with a motion to refer the mes- 
sage of the president to a select committee of thir- 
teen members. He said that the war was now de- 





whether any notice had been given of a motion to | 


He yielded the 
floor for purposes of explanation to Messrs. Cushing | 


more deliberation than any other had receiv-;a day of imputations; no man could pursue an inde-| The executive had made open war upon this and the 


other branch of congress, and neither could yield to 
the executive without disgrace. The public interests 
had been prostrated, and by whom? His colleague, 
(Mr. Cushing,) had said upon another occasion by 
this congress. Where now lay the fault, he would 
ask him and the country? Mr. A. proceeded very 


| briefly to enumerate the great measures of congress. 


He began with the bankrupt act, and did the presi- 
dent the justice to approve of his approval of this 
act. He next alluded to the national bank bill pass- 
ed at the extra session of congress.. That salutary 
measure was met with the executive ‘“‘veto.” Con- 
gress passed another bill, framed to meet in some 
measure the wishes of the executive, so much so that 
he could not vote for it, and that was met by a ditto 
‘‘veto”—‘‘ditto.” The country in consequence of 
this interference of the executive, was in no better 
condition when congress met than when it adjourn- 
ed. ‘I‘hen the bill was framed in conformity to his 
own suggestions, even framed at his request, even to 
the giving of a name to the act, was met by the exe- 
cutive’s veto. He vetoed not only what he gave 
many gentlemen to understand he would approve, 
but he did more than this in vetoing the measure of 
congress. 

The next great measure of this congress was upon 
retrenchment; and congress had done this most tho- 
roughly in reducing the army and the navy. The 
president had recommended that both be increased. 
‘The department of war and the department of the 
navy had both recommended a Jarge increase of their 
respective forces. Without the reduction of the 
army and navy there could be no retrenctment. In 
the expenditures of this house there could be no re- 
duction of any great consequences. In the army 
and navy there could be a reduction of millions.— 
Mr. A. next alluded to the apportionment bill ap- 
proved by the executive cf the United States with a 
protest. ‘his he called a masked veto, and leaving this, 
he came to a commentary upon the veto of the little 
tariff bill. 

I say, (said Mr. Adams) and the committee on the 
judiciary have said, that no revenue could be collect- 
ed under the act of congress as it is now enforced by 
the president. Nota lawyer upon this floor would 
affirm that revenue could be collected under the acts 
of °32 and °33. And yet a bill which provided for 
the collection of revenue under these acts had been 
vetoed. ‘The collection of money under that act Mr. 
A. likened to the collection of ship money in Eng- 
land, but the power to collect revenue in this was 
to be decided, not by the supreme court, who might 
decide as the judges of England did, upon the neces- 
sity of the case. A jury was to decide in the pre- 
sentcase. Mr. A. then spoke of the last veto, and 
in strong opposition to this extraordinary exercise of 
power by the president. Closing his remarks, Mr. 
-Idams briefly referred to the views which seemed to 
to control the action of the president. He was, he 
concluded, acting in reference to the presidency, and 
the ambition for re-election control ed all he did.— 
He had united himself in some measure with the de- 
mocratic party, and in the event of that party suc- 
ceeding, he would predict that they would be as much 
thwarted by the president as the party now in the 
majority in the house had been. 

‘his would be done as soon as it was understood 
that the executive could not receive the support of 
that party for re-election. 

Mr. Foster, of Georgia, raised a point of order to 
the effect that the motion of Mr. 4dams was not in 
order. This was debated for nearly two hours by 
Messrs. Wise, Cushing, Proffit, Foster, Fillmore, and 
Underwood, and then the appeal was laid upon the 
table by a vote of 106 to 86. 

Mr. Wise took an appeal, and another point of or- 
der was debated. This took all interest from the 
main discussion, and succeeded in materially reduc- 
ing the attendance. This poimt of order was reject- 
ed by the house by acclamation. 

Mr. Morgan then moved the previous question 
upon the question of reference. The yeas and nays 
were ordered, and the message was referred to the 
select committee of thirteen members by a vote of 
108 to 84. 

Mr. Cooper, of Penn., then moved to lay the reve- 
nue bill upon the tabie. 

Mr. Johnson contended that it was not in order, 
and made an argument to that effect. The house de- 
cided against the point of order. The bill was laid 
upon the table by a vote of 97 to 73. 

Here ended all action upon the veto message and 
bill, until Mr. dams makes his report as chairman 
of the committee of thirteen. 

Several executive communications were then re- 
ferred, and several senate bills, and the house ad- 








journed. 
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A MEMORIAL to Queen Victoria, from the ladies of L' 
verpool, Manchester, &c., for a total repeal of the corn 
laws, contains 275,555 signatures, weighs 96 pounds, 
and forms a coil of three feet in diameter. 


_ Boots anv sores 1n Boston. 2,163 cases sold at aue- 
tion the other day for cash; good thick boots at 1,60a 
$1,65; second quality, 1,40a$1,45; coarse do. 1,05a$1,15; 
prime thick brogans, 85 cents; good do. 65a70 cents; 
cvarse do. 50a60 cents; good kip brogans, 70a80 cents; 
second quality, 55a65 cents, women’s grain bootees, 
5752673; roan slippers, 20a20$. This was a falling off 
of five per cent. from the June sales. 

Bunxer Hitt, Monument. The New York Commer- 
cial Advertiser, says: “The corner stone of the Bunker 
Hill monument was laid on the 17th June, 1825, by Gen. 
Lafayette, attended by ceremonies more imposing than 
we have ever seen on any occasion. The address, or 
rather discourse, was delivered by Daniel Webster—and 
was one of the loftiest specimens of human eloquence 
and intellect. It was in that discourse that Mr. Web- 
ster broke forth in that impassioned episode, the speech 
which he supposed the elder Adams to have delivered on 
the occasion of the Declaration of Independence—a 
speech which is declaimed with increasing delight by 
the young orators of every school in the land. The din- 
ner table on the hill that day was set for four thousand 
guests, all under a single canvass roof. One of the 
toasts given at thisimmense table, was: 

Bunker Hill Monument. It’s proud summit shall brigh- 
ten with the morning’s first beam, and the evening’s last 
ray. It shall glow with a still richer and purer light in 
speaking their deeds who repose beneath it. 


Cacamities. Galignani’s Messenger observes that 
within the period of.one hundred hours, three of the 
greatest calamities of this or any century have occurred; 
namely, the first at Hamburg, on the 5th May; the earth- 
quake at St. Domingo, on the 7th; and the fatal accident 
on the Versailles rail road, on the 8th. 





Camancnes, CocHaTaways, and two other tribes of 
Indians have commissioned gov. Butler, col. McIntosh, 
and Mr. Logan, to request the president of Texas to 
send commissioners to meet the chiefs of those tribes on 
Red river, to form a treaty of peace. {Lou. Jour. 


Cutna. The German authorities give the population 
of China at 252,000,000. 


Consun. The president of the United States has offi- 
cially recognized Theodore A. Pinckney, as vice consul 
of Belgium for the port of Key West, Florida. 

Grorce Reap, esq. U.S. consul at Malaga, sailed from 
New York for Smyrna on Saturday, in the bark Emma 
Isadora. 


“THE FRATERNAL comMUNITY.” A religious sect have 
established themselves at Milford, Mass. who hold pro- 
perly in common and assume this appellation. 


From Canton. ‘The ship Coromanda arrived at New 
York on Monday evening from Macao. The corres- 
pondent of the U. S. Gazette says: ‘She brings no la- 
ter dates than those previously received by the overiand 
mail. Private letters state that the supply of Hyson, 
Skin and Twanky teas are 50 per cent. less than during 
the years’ 40 and’ 41, and other Green teas 39 per cent. 
less, Black teas were more plenty. It was thought ex- 
ceedingly doubifal whether the English would be able to 
effect alanding at the mouth of the River Peeho, (the 
entrance to Pekin) as the Chinese had greatly strength- 
ened themselves at the mouth, and on the banks of the 
siream. At Canton every thing was quiet.”’ 


Dr. Davio M. Reese, of N. York, has been appointed 
professor of the Institutes of medicine and medical juris- 
pracence in the Washington University of Baltimore. 

Dape’s massacrg. ‘The 15th of August has been se- 
lected by Col. Worth for the removal to St. Augustine 
of the remains of the gallant soldiers who feil at what is 
generally known as Dade’s massacre. They will be re- 
interred, and a monument erected to their memory by 
their brother soldiers. All the disposable torce_in Flori- 
da will attend, and minute guns will be fired from Fort 
Marion, and half hour guns from every other fort in 
Florida during the day. 

Dearus during last weeek in N. York, 191, of which 
100 were under two years of age, and 11 were colored. 

Gen. Zachariah Rossell, clerk of the Supreme Court 
of New Jersey, died at his residence in Trenton on 
Thursday last, in the 55th year of his age. 

Vice Adimiral Baudin, the commander of the French 
ficet, at its attack on the castle of St. Juan Ulloa, at Vera 
Cruz, and also during the late difficulties between France 
and Brazil, died near Rouen on the 19th June. 


Epwarp Everett. The honorary degree of L. L D. 
has been conferred.on Edward Everett, our present 
American minister, at the Court of St. James, by the 
Universities of Cambridge and Dublin. 


Exections. We have as yet but partial returns of the 
progress of the August elections. So far as received 
they indicate that— 

n North Carolina, Gov. Morehead, the whig candidate 
is re-elected by from five to eight thousand votes,—and 
‘et there will probably be a Van Buren majority on joint 
Yallot in the legislature. The Giobe publishes returns 
from forty-six of the seventy-one counties in the state, 
showing a V. B. gain of twenty-six members. AU. 8. 
senator is to be elected. 


The sentence was approved by the president, and on 


| In consequence of a want of funds, 





entucky. The whigs will have a large majority in | 
the legislaiure. The election seems to have turned upon 
the question of “relief” and “anti-relief,” rather than 
upon politics. 

Indiana. If the returns are correct, the election is ex- 
ceedingly close. From 51 counties heard from, the 
whigs have 38 and Van Buren 39 members—being a 
whig gain of three since last election. If the recasindet 
of the counties retuin as they did last year, the house 
will be tied. The Globe claims a gain of two however. 
In the senate so far as heard from, the whigs have elec- 


ted eight and the Van Buren five—being a V. B. gain of 
one. 


IUinois and Missouri but few returns from—those re- 
ceived indicate no change. 


_Alabama. Seven oreight counties heard from give a 
V. B. gain of three members. 


_ Massachusetts. Ninth congressional district extra elec- 
tion. ‘The official returns of votes for members of con- 
gress is as follows. Whole number of votes 5,833 


Ezra Wilkinson, has 2.494 
Samuel G. Goodrich, 2,460 
William Jackson, 836 
Scattering, 42 


No time is yet appointed for another trial. 


Fire. The fire which destroyed the magnificent pan- 
orama of Jerusalem and Thebes, at New York on the 
4th inst. is supposed to have also destroyed the valuable 
collection of curiosities, pieces of ruins, specimens, draw- 
ings and plans recently brought by Messrs. Stevens and 
Catherwood, from Central America, they having depo- 
sited them in the rotundo. 


Frovr. The export of flour last year from the Unit- 
ed States to foreign countries was 1,897,501 barrels—a 
larger amount than has been exported for many years, 
It is stated in the New York Express as a singular fact, | 
that a very large portion of the hard bread that supplies | 
the shipping of England, and employed in India, is made | 
in New York. The manufacture here is sv good, and | 
the flour so much lower than in England, that it is ship- | 
ped to London in bond, from which it is taken for the | 
shipping, thus avoiding the heavy British duties. For: | 
merly the hard bread biscuit was made round, it is now 
made square so as to make much better stowage, which 
in long voyages is important. ‘ 





Fort apams. All work on this fort, in Newport har- 
bor, has been suspended, by orders from Washington, 





Great Brrrain. It is officially announced in the Lon- | 
don Gazette that the expenditures of the United King | 
dom during the year ending 5th April last, exceded the | 
revenue by the sum of $2,139,984, and that, therefore, | 
nothing will be applied to the reduction of the national | 
debt, between the 7th of July and the 10th October. | 

Gampters. A law imposing a fine of one hundred | 
dollars a day on all faro banks, &c. was to go into ope- 
ration on the Ist instant, at New Orleans. - 


Ick. Large quntities of ice have been fallen in with | 
off the coast. The packet ship Cambridge, at New York | 
a day or two since, on the 16h of July, latitude 46, lon- ! 
gitude 43, fellin with immense bodies of ice, and for five | 
days was surrounded with it. 


B. H. Kerzam, a youth who gallantly risked his 
life to save the life of another during the late freshet at 
Richmond, is the son of a poor widow woman, and now 
out of employment. Measures have been taken to en- 
sure hin an appointment as a cadet at West Point, as a 
reward for his intrepidity. Well done. 


Mr. P. P. Leme, attached to the imperial engineer 
corps of the Brazilian empire, has been sent to this 
country by the emperor, on a tour of inspection. It is 
his intention to visit every rail road, canal, dry dock, 
steam vessel, and ship yard. 


‘Morrts Canat Company. It is stated owe to the 
Dutch $850.000; to the state of Indiana about 2,000,000; 
tu the state of Michigan 800,000; to British bondholders 
1,300,000; besides sundry domestic creditors to a consi- 
derable amount, and the amount to stockholders 4,000,.- 
000 —iotal nearly ten millions of dollars!!! The concerns 
of the company are in the hayds of receivers. 


Nava. The United States frigate Macedonian, 23 
days from Pensacola, anchored in Hampton Roads on 
‘Tuesday morning—all well on board. 

Charles Matthews, late buatswain of the United States 
frigate Brandywine, was drowned at Norfolk »n Monday 


night. _ It is supposed he fell overboard,in a state of in- 
toxication. 


Court Martial. The court martial at New York, found 
passed midshipman May, guilty of disrespect to his su- 
perior officer, and sentenced him to be reprimanded.— 


Tuesday, he was publicly reprimanded on the quarter 
deck of the North Carolina. 


The “reprimand” was in the following terms: 
Department of the navy, 6th August, 1842. 

Sir: The court martial before which you were recent- 
ly tried at New York, upon charges preferred by the se- 
cretary of the navy, on the information of lieutenant 
Charles Wilkes, found you guilty of “disrespect to your 
superior in the execution of his office,” and sentenced 
you to be publicly reprimanded by the department, at such 
time and place asit might deem proper. This sentence | 
has been approved. 





The offence of which you have thus been found guilty 
although it involves no mural turpitude, strikes at the 
foundation of all discipline. 

A respectful deportment is part of the duty of obedj- 
ence, and obedience is the first law of military service 
Itis impossible, therefore, that the department can fail 
to look with displeasure on the conduct of an officer who 
has so far lost his self-control as to suffer himself to be 
betrayed into disrespect towards his superiors. I am, re. 
specifully, your obedient servant, 

A. P. UPSHUR. 


Passed Midshipman May, U. S. navy, New York. 


The court is now occupied in the trial of lieutenant 
Pinckney. 


The U. S. steamer Missouri, Captain Newton, made 
her run from her moorings off the Naval Hospital, Nor. 
folk, to Cape Henry, a distance of 36 miles, in two hours 


and fifty minutes, against a flood tide running two and a 
half knots. 


NortTH EASTERN BOUNDARY. Mr. ‘Renwick, one of the 
U.S. commissioners of survey on the northeastern boun- 
dary, arrived at Quebec on Tuesday Jast, on his return 
to New York, the surveying party having been recalled. 


M. M. Noau, the facetious editor, has relinquished 
the ermine and the bench of the judge, and resumed 
the quill. He issues a new daily paper in New York 
which advocates president Tyler’s administration. 


_ New Yoxxr. The introduction of the Croton water 
into New York has reduced the cost of insurance about 
15 per cent. 


Ogio state scrip. An effortis made in this state to 
reduce the $100 bonds issued by the state to 5’s and 
10’s in the expectation we presume, that they will pass 
as inoney. ‘This isa great mistake. The $100 bonds 
are not worth as much now as the large state bonds; and 
ifsmaller, they would be worth less; because it is more 
troublesome for the capitalist to convert it into what must 
be the ultimate investment, the regular state loans. ‘The 
day for state script, passing as money, is gone by. Nei- 
ther 5’s nor 100’s can be used here as money. It may 
be a temporary convenience to the contractors, in divid- 
ing their payments; but, it can answer no purpose in in- 
creasing the circulation of money. Cincinnati Chron. 


PLatre city, in Missouri, was two years and a half 
since, a forest! It has now a hundred substantial dwel- 
lings, and fine public buildings. 


Pennsy.tvania. The Harrisburg Capitolian of Friday 
says: ‘The slieriffs.of the different counties of the state, 
have been officially infOrmed that the governor will not 
approve of the apportionment bill, and that they need nut, 
therefore, hold congressional elections.” 


Grorce Reap, esq. United States consul at Malaga, 
eailed from New York for Smyrna on Saturday, in the 
bark Emma Isadora. 


REVOLUTIONARY VETERAN. Capt. Rufus Avery, who 
was at ihe storming of Fort Griswold, in Groton, Conn. 
when it was su gallantly defended by Colonel Ledyard, 
and who was severely wounded at the time, died at 
Groton last week, atan advanced age. 

Judge Henry Jolly, one of Morgan’s riflemen in the 
revolution, died in Licking county, Ohio, on the 29th 
ult. in the 85th year of his age. 


Smas M. Sritwett, esq. marshal for the southern dis- 
trict of New York, went out in the Belgian steainer 
British Queen, for England, with government despaches. 


SpLenpip Packet sHip. Messrs. Grinnell, Minturn 
& Co. have, in these dull times, laid down the timbers 
of a ship of thirteen hundred and fifty tons, for their 
Liverpool line. This will be the largest of all the packet 
ships, and superior in all respects, so far as it is possible 
to do better than the best of what is past. N. Y. Amer. 


TEMPERANCE REFORM. A report on the progress of the 
temperance cause in the city of New York contains the 
following interesting facts: 179,624 names have been en- 
rolled, of whom 120,000 have taken the total abstinence 
pledge. In this aggregate is included 237 clergymen, 
429 physicians, 4,976 Germans, 900 colored persons, 
13,380 seamen, and 23,300 Irish, Protestants, and Ro- 
man catholics. 


Texas. The two treaties with Great Britain, viz: of 
commerce, &c. and of mediation, negotiated in 1840, and 
concluded in November of that year by Viscount Pal- 
merston and Gen. James Hamilton, have at last, (the ra- 
tifications of the treaty granting the right of search hav- 
ing been first exchanged), been also ratified. 

The Texian congress adjourned on the 23d July. The 
bill to “authorise offensive war against Mexico” was 
vetoed by President Houston on the 22nd. The war 
spirit still prevails however and parties annoy the fron- 
tler. 


Tunnet. The Springfield (Massachusetts) Gazette 
says that a tunnel through solid lime rock, in the town of 
Canaan, on the route of Great Western rail road, has 
been opene/d so that people have passed through on foot. 
It is 448 feet long, and its completion is the only thing 
necessary to finisl the road to Albany. It is supposed 
that the cars will be able to run through the whole dis- 
tance by the Ist September. 


Woor. The St. Lonis New Era chronicles the arri- 
val of the steamboat Panama, from Illinois_river, wit 
several large bales of wool, destined for the New York 
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